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UNRWA announces spending cuts 

X^WAwirpI£! U -' tcd *[ Mio “ belief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) for Palestiman refugees Monday announced eme- 

igency spending cuts forced by a shortage of donations. Com- 
missioner General Olof Rydbeck said in a statement UNRWA is 
cutting staff at Vienna headquarters by 10 percent, freczinc new 
jobs, increasing working hours and cancelling extensions of con- ’ 
tracts beyond retaement age. Budget cuts at UNRWA’s five field 
offices m the ^Middle East would also be announced shortly. Mr. 
Rydbeck said. UNRWA provides education, health and relief 
services for almost two million Palestinian refugees in ihe Middle 
Hast. For mostof its income UNRWA relies on cash contributions 
from donor countries. UNRWA expenditure requirements for 
1985 were estimated last month at S258 million but only $114 
million had been pledged. The U.S. had pledged S67 million of 
this. 



An indepS^Rmrab political daily publ 

JjjjjVI ibikaujaJf j ij&l yt 


*■ r ’V’ 


Tel Aviv bus blast injures 3 


TEL AVIV (R) — At least three people were wounded Sunday 
night when a grenade was thrown at a bus near the central Tel 
Aviv market, police said. A police spokesman quoted eye- 
witnesses as saying they saw two persons run away in the darkness 
soon after the blast. The area was quickly sealed off us police 
searched the market. The police spokesman said the grenade was 
f -apparently thrown from behind a wall surrounding the closed 
: wholesale market. The three victims, two of them women, were 
only slightly injured, he added. The attack recalled a similar 
- incident on Jan. 8, 1 983, when two grenades were thrown at a bus 
in a quiet Tel Aviv business area, wounding the driver and ! 1 
passengers. 










r.- 

".!■ /■ 




Volume 9 Number 2747 


AMMAN, TUESDAY DECEMBER 18, 1984, RABIA AWWAL 25, 1405 


- 

Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Satafi^rab^^OT riyals; UAE 150 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Anani issues 
import licence 
procedure 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Jawad AJ 
Anani Monday called on the Jor- 
danian Union of Chambers of 
Commerce to instruct importers in 
the Kingdom to obtain an imp- 
ortant licence from the ministry 
before signing agreements and 
■ shipping merchandise to the Kin- 
gdom. Officials at the ministry 
told the Jordan Times Lhat the 
ministry decision came in the light 
of tbe current economic situation. 
They said the ministry opted for 
this procedure to protect local 
industries from the importation of 
certain items produced in Jordan. 
Tbe officials said the ministry will 
not issue import licences for pro- 
ducts already shipped before or 
after the announcement of this 
decision, effective from Monday. 

Israelis detain 
UNIFTLmen 


METULLA (R) — Israeli soldiers 
briefly detained a United Nations 
demolition expert and his driver 
after explosives were found in 
their. car Sunday as they crossed 
from Lebanon into Israel, military 
sources said Monday. The sol- 
diers, from the Finnish battalion 
of the U.N. Interim Force In Leb- 
anon (UNIFIL), were released 
after convincing Israeli officials 
that they did not intend to smuggle 
the explosives into Israel. The off- 
icer, who makes regular use of 
explosives to detonate bombs 
found in southern Lebanon, was 
quoted as saying he overlooked 
the four bricks of TNT on the floor 
of his car. 

Chernenko lauds 
Ethiopian efforts 

MOSCOW (R) — President Kon- 
stantin Chernenko praised Eth 
iopia's famine relief efforts at a 
meeting Monday with Ethiopian 
leader Mengistu Haile Mariam 
and pledged continuing Soviet aid 
for the drought-stricken country. 
Mr. Mengistu, the Kremlin’s clo- 
sest African ally, arrived in Mos- 
cow Sunday on a previously una- 
nnounced trip rhat diplomats said 
appeared to be aimed at winning a 
promise of increased Soviet ass- 
istance. 

Mintoff in Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — Maltese Prime 
Minister Dora Mintoff was given a 
red-carpet welcome when he arr- 
ived in Moscow Monday for a visit 
expected to reinforce flourishing 
new ties between the two cou- 
ntries. Prime Minister Nikolai 
Tikhonov, Foreign Minister And- 
rei Gromyko and other senior fig- 
ures, turned out at the airport to 
meet Mr. Mintoff. on his first off- 
icial trip to the Soviet Union. 

* 

Reagan to announce 
policy statements 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
•administration of U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan is expected to 
announce this week that it will end 
U.S. membership in the United 
Nations Educational. Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNE- 
SCO) to protest what it considers 
the international agency’s anti- 
Western bias and bureaucratic 
mismanagement. 
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Cabinet assures Balqa citizens of better services, new look at municipal councils 

Time has come for local 
government, Obeidat says 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

SALT — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
held an open cabinet session here Monday in 
a bid by the government to get acquainted 
with the needs and problems of people in 
cities, villages and population centres in the 
Kingdom through direct contacts. 


Addressing officials of the 
Balqa Governor ate attending the 
cabinet session. Mr. Obeidat poi- 
nted out that the government was 
doing what it could “within the 
limits of our capabilities, taking 
into consideration priorities of 
projects we intend to carry out .' 1 

Mr. Obeidat stressed the issue 
of administrative decentralisation 
and said that the government was 
giving the issue a great concern 
and that there was no need for new 
legislations “because the leg- 
islative base exists and the dec- 
ision will be taken by the gov- 
ernment in due time.” 

He said: “The time is suitable 
now to press ahead with the issue 
of decentralisii’ m after app- 
roving the 1 S> .dget in order to 

take practical steps in this field.” 


Speaking at the session, which 
was also attended by cabinet 
members, Mr. Obeidat said that 
with the creation of the new Min- 
istry of Planning, a 11 past problems 
would be gradually solved with the 
coordination of other authorities 
in the field of planning. 

*‘We are now standing at the 
doors of a new five-year dev- 
elopment plan and 1 am happy to 
point out to a meeting two days 
ago between Minister of Planning 
Abdullah Nsour and presidents of 
municipal councils and mayors of 
villages, which is considered a 
move in the right direction in 
terms of planning.” 

Mr. Obeidat said the gov- 
ernment was concerned at this 
stage to work in two directions. 
First, an evaluation of the past per- 


iod of the five-year 1981-1985 
development plan, learning from 
past mistakes and setting the basis 
for the forthcoming development 
plan. Second, to work towards a 
larger participation of all sectors 
in the society. 

He said that meetings between 
the government and citizens in the 
various population centres in the 
Kingdom will continue to gua- 
rantee positive cooperation and to 
reach positive results in the field of 
cooperation and coordination 
between the public and private 
sectors. 

Mr. Obeidat had held a similar 
cabinet session in Karak last 
month where he reviewed with the 
govemorate's officials the pro- 
blems and needs of the citizens 
there. 

The prime minister stressed in 
his Salt speech the important role 
played by municipal councils and 
said that the government was 
“aware of their situations and 
working hard to develop their 
capabilities and role in offering 
public services to the Jordanian 
society.” 

He said the government will 
give special attention to these 
councils in the next few weeks to 
assist in crystallising a new plan to 


help improve the standard of ser- 
vices in the Kingdom. 

In response to a question. Mr. 
Obeidat said that the residents of 
the Baqa’a refugee camp were 
•“citizens that have the same rights 
and duties just like other citizens” 
in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Obeidat said the Jordanian 
government “does not mix bet- 
ween the return (of Palestinians to 
the occupied territories) and the 
liberation” of these territories. He 
said that the Baqa’a camp was a 
reality which is part of Jordan 
“and we hope there will be a ret- 
urn soon.” 

Mr. Obeidat explained chat (he 
Baqa'a camp were emergency 
camps some of which have cha-- 
□ged with time while some rem- 
ained under the old category. 

He said the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) had nothing 
to do with extending services to 
the Baqa'a refugee camp. He was 
speaking in response to com- 
plaints by citizens that there was a 
“sensitivity” on the part of the 
government in regards offering 
services to the camp. 

Mr. Obeidat categorically dis- 
missed the complaint and said that 


Alia not to raise fares 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline, does not 
intend to raise the prices for flights 
aboard its planes-in the wake of. 
the recent increase in prices for 
aviation fuel in Jordan. Alia 
Director-General Mahmoud Bal- 
qaz announced Monday. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. Balqaz 
said that AJia’s fuel bill will go up 
by JD 2.5 million as a result of the 
fuel price hike, but the airline will 
try to make up for the difference 
through better services which will 
bring in more business. 


Mr. Balqaz expressed hope that 
through its improved operations 
and services Alia will be able to 
baga-majar^rartionof the air .tra- 
nsport in and out of Jordan and 
other points and thereby make up 
for the difference. 

The government announced 
last week that it was cutting its 
subsidy on oil products, including 
aviation fuel. 

Mr. Balqaz said Monday that 
Alia buys its needs of aviation fuel 
at 80 fils a litre — the same as that 
at New York airport. 


Masri heads delegation 
to Sana’ a for OIC talks 


AMMAN (Petra) -—Foreign Min- . 
ister Taher AI Masri Monday left ’ 
for Sana’a at the head of a Jor- 
danian delegation to the meetings 
of the 15th session of Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference’s 
foreign ministers due to start at 
the North Yemeni capital Tue- 
sday. 

Among the other subjects to be 
discussed are election of a new 
secretary general of the OIC, est- 
ablishing an Islamic court of jus- 


tice aqd Islam ic-broa {framing cor- 
poration. election of the standing 
committee for tbe Islamic Sol- 
idarity Fund and discussing the 
situation of the Islamic News 
Agency. 

The Sana’a meeting will be the 
first ministerial session attended 
by Egypt since its readmission to 
the OIC last year. 

Islamic ministers begin talks in 
Sana’a, page 2 


Greek cargo ship hit in Gulf 


BAHRAIN (Agencies.) — A 
Greek cargo ship was hit in an att- 
ack in the Gulf Monday, the third 
confirmed strike against merchant 
vessels in the waterway in three 
days, shipping sources quoted by 
Reuters said. 

The sources said the 12,498- (on 
Aegis Cosmic reported by radio it 
had been hit in a port side cargo 
hold. It said there were no cas- 
ualties and gave its position at the 
time of the attack as some 85 miles 
north of Bahrain and the same dis- 
tance from Saudi Arabia. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether Iran or Iraq was res- 
ponsible for the attack, but some 
hours after the ship's emergency 
message, a military spokesman in 
Baghdad said Iraqi warplanes had 
hit a “large naval target” south of 
Iran’s Kharg Island. 

The Iraqi spokesman said the 
target was “accurately and eff- 
ectively’’ hit at 1 1 30 GMT by air- 
craft which all returned safely to 
base. 


More than one shipping com- 
pany executive in Bahrain and 
Dubai noted the new stretch of the 
Iraqi forrays on Gulf shipping and 
expressed conviction that Iraq had 
now introduced long-range Mir- 
age F-l jets obtained from France 
in these attacks. 

Iraqi officials and the media in 
Baghdad had recently referred to 
newly-acquired weapons capable 
of tightening the blockade on Iran. 

They have not identified those 
weapons, but Jane's Defence 
Weekly in London reported last 
month that Iraq had acquired 
eight of the Mirage supersonic 
planes that had a combat range of 
1 ,300 kilometres. 

Shipping sources said Monday 
the Aegis Cosmic reported it was 
not taking on water, did not ass- 
istance and was travelling “dead 
slow” in a north-westerly dir- 
ection. 

Iraq claimed to have hit one 
large and one small target in the 
Gulf Sunday. On Saturday it said 


ft had hit two large targets. 

The only confirmed hits rep- 
orted by shipping and salvage sou- 
rces were on another Greek ship, 
the 111,688 ton tanker Ninemia 
which they said was hit on Sat- 
urday and again Sunday in Iraqi 
strikes (See page 2). 

The sources said the Ninemia 
was hh again Sunday by another 
Iraqi-fired missile, which rek- 
indled a blaze in the engine room 
and accommodation quarters that 
had just been extinguished. 

The sources said there were no 
casualties from the second strike. 
The missile slammed into the sta- 
rboard side while tugs and fir- 
efighters were stationed on the 
port side. 

Casualties from the first attack 
on the Ninemia were unclear. Gulf 
sources reported two crew missing 
but a salvage operator said one 
crew member had died and the 
others had been picked up after 
abandoning ship. 


Ban on space weapons vital for 
arms talks, Gorbachev tells West 


LONDON (R) — Soviet pol- 
itburo member Mikhail Gor- 
bachev warned the West Monday 
that unless it agreed to a ban on 
space weapons there would be no 
hope of reaching accords on lim- 
iting nuclear arms. 

Speaking at a luncheon given by- 
British Foreign Secretary Sir Geo- 
ffrey Howe, the Kremlin number 
two made clear that Moscow 
would attach the highest priority 
to this issue at negotiations bet- 
ween the U.S. and Soviet foreign 
ministers next month. 

I would like to stress that in the 
present circumstances it is esp- 
ecially important to avert the tra- 
nsfer of the arms race to outer 
spat*” Mr. Gorbachev said. 

‘If it is not done, then it. would 
be unreal to hope to stop the nuc- 
lear arms race.” be added. 

Moscow has repeatedly said it 
wants an early comprehensive ban 
on the ’development of new anti- 


satellite systems and tbe creation 
of space-based “star wars” wea- 
ponry. 

His comments Monday app- 
eared to indicate Moscow might 
walk out of future arms talks if 
Washington refused to agree to 
abandon its space defence pro- 
gramme. 

President Reagan has said he is 
reluctant to abandon tests on a 
U.S. anti-satellite system and that 
the futuristic "star wars”. system 
would make, a nuclear conflict 
impossible (See page 8). 

But U.S. officials say Was- 
hington has stDl not worked out its 
final negotiating position on the 
issue in advance of next month’s 
meeting in Geneva between Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s speech fol- 
lowed nearly three hours of talks 
with Mr. Howe which were dom- 


inated by the space weapons issue. 

British sources said he had been 
eager to convey Moscow's con- 
cern about developments in this* 
field and had spent relatively little 
time discussing other arms issues 
such as limning medium-range 
and intercontinental nuclear sys- 
tems. 

Britain has expressed its own 
concern about space weapons and 
Mrs. Thatcher is due to raise the 
subject when she meets Mr. Rea- 
gan later this week. But the sou- 
rces said Mr. Gorbachev had 
made no direct plea either to her 
or Mr. Howe to urge Mr. Reagan 
to abandon his plans. 

The rest of Mr. Gorbachev’s 
luncheon speech was highly con- 
ciliatory in tone. He pledged that 
Moscow was ready to seek radical 
solutions to cut nuclear arms lev- 
els and would, approach future 
negotiations with the U.S. in a 
“constructive sprit.” 


Resistance 
commandos 
kill Israeli 

soldier in 
S.Lebanon 


TEL A VrV (Agencies) — An Isr- 
aeli soldier was killed early Mon- 
day in South Lebanon in an exc- 
hange of fire with commandos try- 
ing to plant a roadside bomb, the 
military command announced. 

The incident occurred about 
eight kilometres north of the town 
of Nabatiyeh when an Israeli pat- 
rol saw commandos trying to plant 
explosives by the side of the road, 
the communique said. 

It said the Israelis shot at the 
group, the commandos fired back 
and a soldier was killed. 

The confrontation came as Isr- 
ael and Lebanese military neg- 
otiators prepared to resume their 
five-week talks on the withdrawal 
of Israeli troops from Lebanon. 

The talks in the South Lebanese 
village of Naqoura are stalled over 
Israeli demands for “security” 
arrangements. 

The latest death brings to 604 
the number of Israelis killed in 
Lebanon since the June 1982 inv- 
asion, according to official Israeli 
figures. 

The bomb the commandos as 
tried to plant weighed five kil- 
ogrammes and was composed of 
explosives and nails, military sou- 
rces said. 

The sources, who declined to be 
identified, also said Israeli troops 
encircled the village of Mainyeh, 
forbidding anyone from leaving or 
entering. 

They said the enclosure of the 
village, 1 2 kilometres northeast of 
Nabatiyeh, was meant to help the 
Israelis search for suspects in the 
firefight. 



The cabinet Monday holds an open session in Salt presided over by Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
(Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 

Jordan- U.S. talks on Mideast 
conference still open — Hassan 


By Roland de Ltgny 

The Associated Press 

THE HAGUE. Netherlands — 
Crown Prince Hassan said Mon- 
day that talks were “still open” 
between Jordan and the United 
States on a comprehensive Middle 
East peace conference proposal 
rejected earlier by Israel and 
Washington. 

However. Prince Hassan. who 
was here to attend a meeting of the 
Independent Commission on Int- 
ernational Humanitarian Issues 
(ICIHI), said planning was “at a 
very early stage” for the con- 
ference that would include all par- 
ties to the Middle East conflict, 
and “peace is still far away.” 

The idea of an international 
conference, proposed by both 
'Jordan and Egypt this month, has 
been rejected by both Israel and 
the United States because the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) would be a party to it. 

But the Crown Prince told the 
Associated Press that talks Sun- 
day in Amman between King 
Hussein and U.S. envoy Richard 


Murphy indicated that, as far as an 
international conference was con- 
cerned, “the dialogue between the 
United States and Jordan was still 
open.’’ 

Prince Hassan said he believes 
the superpowers had been “mov- 
ing away from regional problems” 
such as the Middle East conflict, 
but stressed that he saw a role for 
both the United States and the 
Soviet Union in a “well- prepared 
(peace) conference.” 

Asked whether the Jordanian 
call for an international con- 
ference indicated its willingness to 
recognise Israel, Prince Hassan 
said, “absolutely.... but a quid pro 
quo is the recognition of the rights 
of the Palestinian people.” 

“The right for every nation in the 
area to exist is the central principle 
we adhere to.” the Crown 'Prince 
said, and “that is firmly related to 
the final and basic peace set- 
tlement in the Middle East that we 
all wish.” 

The ICIHJ, a group of pro- 
minent international figures co- 
chaired by Prince Hassan and Pri- 
nce Saddruddin Aga Khan, the 


former U.N. high commissioner 
for refugees. Monday concluded u 
three-day working session on var- 
ious humanitarian issues here .u 
the Peace Palace, seat of the Int- 
ernational Court of Justice. 

In its final communique, the 
commission appealed to the world 
community to“mcet the challenge 
of the hunger in Africa.” and ann- 
ounced it would send a message in 
the ongoing Stockholm con- 
ference on disarmament stressing 
the need for adherence in armed 
conflicts to international hum- 
anitarian agreements. 

Founded last year on the ini- 
tiative of Crown Prince Hassan. 
the 1CIHI counts among its mem- 
bers Saudi Prince Talal Ibn Abdul 
Aziz, former Australian Prime 
Minister Gough Whitiam and 
Simone Veil, former chairman of 
the European Parliament. 

The commission looks into 
humanitarian issues such as child 
welfare and the effects of def- 
orestation. and is scheduled to 
issue an final report on those iss- 
ues in 1 986. 


Saeh calls on Palestinians to 
continue occupation resistance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestine Nat- 
ional Council (PNC) Speaker 
Abdul Hamid Al Saeh Monday 
called on the* people in the 
Israeli-occupied Arab territories 
to continue resisting the Israeli 
occupation with all means ava- 
ilable. 

In an interview with the Egypt’s 
Middle East News Agency in 
Tunis, Sheikh Saeh said that the 
strategy of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) is still 
based on pursuing the struggle to 
restore the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people through mil- 
itary and political means. 

“We are still holding the olive 
branch in one hand and the gun in 
the other,” Sheikh Saeh said,** and 
it cannot be any other way." 

Sheikh Saeh, who was elected as 
PNC speaker last month in 
Amman, was referring to a famous 
declaration made by PLO Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat when he add- 
ressed the United Nations for the 
first time in 1974. “I came here 
holding an olive branch in one 
hand and a gun in another, so ple- 
ase do not let me make drop the 
olive branch," Mr. Arafat said 
then. 

Sheikh Saeh brushed aside sug- 
gestions Monday that the PLO has 
dropped the gun instead: “There 


can be no revolution without the 
gun,” he said. 

Referring to diplomatic efforts 
to solve the Palestinian problem, 
he said that any joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian political move or 
Jordanian-Palestinian-Egyptian 
political action will benefit and 
even revive the Palestinian lib- 
eration movement which has rea- 
ched a stage that “ it was almost 
forgotten by the world”. 

Die PLO official did not dis- 
close any derails about any specific 
consultation or agreement among 
the three sides on future political 
moves, but urged Arab states to 
seriously debate relations with 
Egypt, stressing the urgency of the 
return of Egypt to the Arab fold. 

“We can not ignore the place 
Egypt has in the Arab World or its- 
historical role on the Arab and Isl- 
amic levels,” he said. 

So far Jordan has been the only 
Arab country that has formally 
restored full diplomatic ‘relations 
with Egypt. The rest, except for 
Oman, Mauritania and Sudan, 
•ostracised Egypt following the 
signing the American-sponsored 
Camp David treaty with Tsrael in 
1979. 

But Sheikh Saeh pointed out 
Monday that most Arab states 
have maintained economic and 


social ties with Egypt. “The return 
of Egypt to the Arab fold will be 
high on the agenda of any future 
Arab summit meetings.” he said. 

In Kuwait meanwhile, a senior 
Palestinian official was quoted 
Monday as saying the Palestinian 
movement would back the return 
of Egypt to the Arab fold if it 
moved away from the Camp 
David accords. 

Palestinian sources quoted by 
Reuters said Salah Khalaf. Mr. 
Arafat's top political aide in the 
Fateh commando group, as say- 
ing: “We support the return of 
Egypt to the Arab fold if it gets 
away from the notorious (Camp 
David) accord." 

Mr. Khalaf (Abu lyad) also told 
a meeting of Palestinians in Kuw- 
ait Sunday that no solution to the 
Middle East problem was possible 
without the return of the West 
Bank to the Palestinian people. 

“We reject any settlement of 
the Palestinian problem unless it is 
based on maintaining our interests 
and our return to our land....” the 
sources quoted him as saying. 

He added the PLO had taken 
steps since the PNC meeting last 
month to intensify its political and 
military struggle for an ind- 
ependent state. 


Karami accuses Israel of 
inciting Lebanese clashes 


BEIRUT (Agencies) —7 Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami on Mon- 
day accused Israel of provoking 
troubles in Lebanon whenever the 
United States dispatches a med- 
iator to the Middle East. 

Mr. Kararofs statement was 
published by several Beirut new- 
spapers Monday, as Lebanon- 
Israel troop withdrawal neg- 
otiations resumed in the South 
Lebanese border town of Naq- 
oura. 

"We have become app- 
rehensive of increased Israeli pre- 
ssures. attacks and blackmail 
whenever a U.S. emissary is pent 
to the Middle East. Now Mr. 
Murphy is in the area,” Mr. Kar- 


ami said. 

There was a sharp escalation of 
hostilities among Lebanese civil 
war antagonists in the mountains 
east and south of Beirut last week. 
Israel is often accused by the Leb- 
anese of provoking such clashes. 

“Israel's blackmail is not lim- 
ited to Lebanon, but extends to 
the United States itself to make it 
more aligned with Israel.” Mr. 
Karami said. “So whenever an 
American emissary comes, we are 
apprehensive of an Israeli reaction 
against us." 

Meanwhile. Lebanese and Isr- 
aeli spokesman reported no pro- 
gress at Monday's tenth round of 
talks at Naqoura. 


Murphy 
heads for 
Lebanon 


TEL AVIV ( R) — Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin spelt out Isr- 
ael's “security" needs in South 
Lebanon during a meeting Mon- 
day with U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Richard Murphy. Israel 
Radio said. 

Mr. Murphy, who arrived from 
Amman where he had talks with 
King Hussein, later left for Beirut, 
the radio added. 

He has already visited Syria and 
Egypt as pan of a Middle East 
tour aimed at speeding up Israel’s 
withdrawal from South Lebanon. 




Greek tanker under tow 
after second Gulf attack 


BAHRAIN (R) — The crippled Greek oil tanker 
Nlnemia was under tow Monday heading for Dubai- 
after being hit twice in two days by missile attacks in 
the Gulf, shipping sources said. 


The 1 1 1 .688-ton vessel was set 
ablaze in an attack attributed to 
the Iraqis on Saturday, and was hit 
again in another air strike Sunday 
as salvage tugs clustered round it. 

Iraq claimed to have hit two 
“large naval targets" on Saturday 
and another large target and a 
smaller vessel Sunday. 

The only confirmed hits rep- 
orted by shipping and salvage sou- 
rces were on the Ninemia, blasted 
in the engine room as it sailed in 
ballast towards Iran's major oil 
export terminal at Kharg Island in 
the northern Gulf. 

Sources said the attack came 
just after the fire aboard the tan- 
ker which had spread to the acc- 


ommodation quarters' had been' 
brought under control. 

Gale force winds whipping up 
the waters of the normally placid 
Gulf had hampered salvage eff- 
orts. The gale had eased to a 
strong north westerly wind with 
two-metre swells early Monday. 

Shipping sources estimated it 
wouldj^ke the Ninemia about two 
days to reach Dubai in the United 
Arab Emirates for a full survey 
and damage assessment. 

The number of casualties from 
the original attack was still not 
clear. Gulf sources said two peo- 
ple appeared to be Blissing, feared 
dead, while a salvage operator 
reported one crewman on the tan- 


ker had died. The other 25 cre- 
wmen abandoned ship. 

There were no further cas- 
ualties in Sunday’s attack, in 
which an' Iraqi jet appeared to’ 
have launched its missile from 
over the horizon. 

"The first any of the sal- 
vagemen knew about it was when 
there was a terrific blast on the 
starboard side," a salvage ope- 
rator reported. 

The tugs at the scene escaped 
unscathed — "it was a miracle 
no-one was hurt," a salvageman 
said. 

The Ninemia is the 46th vessel 
independently confirmed to have 
been hit in strikes by both Iran and 
Iraq in the Gulf this year. 

The tanker was struck south of 
Kharg Island, which Iraq has inc- 
luded in a unilaterally-declared 
war zone aimed at keeping shi- 
pping away from Iranian ports in 
their four-year-old war. 



CAEU, ACDIMA discuss projects 

AMMAN ( Petra) — Promoting joint Arab work and possibility of 
expanding joint Arab projects to serve Arab integration were the 
main subjects of discussion Monday during a meeting between 
Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) Secretary General 
Mahdi Al Obeidi and Mr. Muwaffaq Haddadin, director general 
of the Arab Company for Drug Industries and Medical App- 
liances (ACDIMA). ACDIMA was established by virtue of a 
resolution adopted by the CAEU in 1976. with a shared capital of 
Kuwaiti dinars 60 million, to which 16 Arab countries including 
Jordan have contributed. 

ALO to hold talks in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Progress of work at the Arab Labour 
office and evaluation of its achievements will be discussed during 
the 1 8th session of the Arab Labour Organisation (ALO). which, 
will be held in Baghdad next Sunday. Participants in the week- 
long meeting will also discuss implementation of the resolutions 
and recommendations of the general conference and the spe- 
cialised agencies. They will also discuss drawing up a draft agenda 
of the forthcoming conference, in cooperation with the Arab 
Labour Office and will discuss the organisation's budget. 

Pope meets Jalloud 

VATICAN CITY lR) — Pope John Paul Monday met Maj. 
Abdul Saiam Jalloud. second in command to Libyan leader Mua- 
mmar Qadhafi. the Vatican said. As is customary with private 
Papal audiences, the Vatican did not release any details of what 
the two men discussed. 

UAE to boost border security 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) cabinet 
decided Monday to boost security at the federation's borders and 
entry points, the official Emirates News Agency said. It said the 
decision followed a review of a memorandum on the subject 
submitted by the Ministry of Interior, but gave no details of the 
new security measures. 

Conference to discuss transplantation 

RIYADH (Petra) — The second international conference on 
transplantation of organs in the Middle East started Monday at 
the Saudi Arabian Armed Forces Hospital in Riyadh. Taking pan 
in the conference are surgeons from nine countries in Europe. 
America and Australia, in addition to a number of specialists from 
the Arab World. During the three-day conference they will dis- 
cuss a number of lectures about transplantation of human organs 
in general and transplantation of kidneys in particular. 


Honecker 
begins 
visit to 
Algeria 


PARIS (R) — East German Pre- 
sident Erich Honecker arrived in 
Algiers Monday for a three-day 
official visit and political talks with 
Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid, the Algerian News Agency 
(APS) reported. 

The agency, monitored in Paris, 
said Mr. Honecker s visit would be 
a chance to discuss the "dif- 
ficulties and hazards of economic 
cooperation." 

The visit would also be used to 
give new impetus to bilateral coo- 
peration in the oil. trade, health, 
transport, housing and agriculture 
sectors, the agency added. 

. The three-day visit completes a 
busy foreign affairs programme 
this year during which Mr. Hon- 
ecker improved ties with NATO 
governments and strengthened his 
country’s foothold in Africa by 
extended aid to Ethiopia. 

Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid called for closer economic 
cooperation in an interview pub- 
lished on the ftont page of the East 
German Communist Party new- 
spaper Neues Deutschland, hin- 
ting that trade agreements were 
expected. The current five-year 
protocol expires in 1985. 

"Clearly the scope for trade 
between our countries is far from 
exhausted.” Mr. Chadli said. 

Algeria is an important market 
for East German engineering 
goods and exports large q uantities 
of oil, fruit and wine in return. 

Algerian oil deliveries to East 
Germany have assumed particular 
importance since the Soviet 
Union, East Berlin's major sup- 
plier of energy, began cutting oil 
supplies and raising prices to 
world market levels in the earlv 
19R0s. 



NEW LOOK FOR WADI SAQRA — Design link Prince Shaker Street in Shine isani with the 

plan for Wadi Saqra Circle produced by Dar Al Fifth Circle (Al Ra’l photo) 

Handaseh consultants. The proposed project would 


Labour, Likud make last minute 
effort to save Israeli coalition 

Guardians, submitted his res- 
ignation at a cabinet meeting on 
Sunday and it was to take effect 
Tuesday. Mr. Peretz was offered 
the post of Interior Minister but 
complained that the job had been 
stripped of most of its power over 
religious spending. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres and leaders of 
the Likud Bloc made last-minute 
efforts Monday to prevent a small 
religious party from quitting the 
ruling coalition and provoking a 
crisis that could break apart the 
government. 

"There is a crisis and there is 
danger to the national unity gov- 
ernment." said Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, who cut short a 
visit to the United States and flew 
home to prevent the walkout of 
the ultra-orthodox Sephardi 
.Torah Guardians. 

"This crisis is neither necessary 
nor justified and I hope it will be 
possible to find a solution either 
today or tomorrow." Mr. Shamir 
told reporters at an airport news 
conference. 

Mr. Shamir's Likud Bloc is bac- 
king the claim by Torah Gua- 
rdians leader Rabbi Yitzhak Per- 
etz for full control of the Ministry 
of Interior. 

Earlier. Mr. Peres met with 
Deputy Premier David Levy, a 
Likud leader, to discuss a com- 


promise for averting the walkout 
by the Torah Guardians, which 
represents Jews of Middle East 
origin. 

Mr. Peres raised several pro- 
posals and Mr. Levy will meet with 
him again later in the day after 
discussing the suggestions with 
representatives of Shas, the Heb- 
rew acronym for Torah Gua- 
rdians. 

Likud leaders have warned in 
recent days that if the Torah Gua- 
rdians bo I Led. they too would con- 
sider leaving the government. 
Such a move could reduce his 
97-seat majority in the 120-seat 
parliament and topple his gov- 
ernment. 

It was the first major political 
crisis for the seven-party coalition 
since the national unity gov- 
ernment took office in September. 

Mr. Peres' Labour Party and 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s Likud are the major partners 
in the coalition and are to switch 
jobs midway through the 50- 
month term of office. 

Mr. Peretz. leader of the Torah 


“It's no secret that we stand by 
'our commitment to Shas, 1 * Mr. 
Levy told reporters Sunday. “The 
credibility of the Likud, its adh- 
erence to coalition agreements 
and its loyalty to a loyal partner is 
at stake.” 

Mr. Peretz is demanding full 
control of the Interior Ministry, 
which would give his party some 
influence over funding for rel- 
igious institutions. He has rejected 
a compromise suggested by the 
Labour Party which would give 
the more moderate National Rel- 
igious Party full control of rel- 
igious spending. 

Most Israeli newspaper analysts 
wrote Monday that Likud would 
not precipitate a cabinet crisis 
over a Shas walkout. 


Egypt edges closer 
to Arabs one year 
after Arafat visit 


Islamic, ministers begin talks in Sanaa 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

CAIRO — One year after Pal- 
estinian leader Yasser Arafat paid 
a ground-breaking visit to Cairo, 
Egypt now senses its isolation 
from the Arab mainstream has all 
but ended. 

Officials here said the Dec. 22 
trip last year by Mr. Arafat, cha- 
irman of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), after 
Syrian-backed PLO radicals 
drove him from Lebanon, is seen 
by President Hosni Mubarak and 
his advisers as the catalyst of gra- 
dual rapprochement in the 12 
months since. 

Only Syria. Libya and perhaps 
South Yemen, among the Arab 
majority that severed relations 
with Cairo over its 1979 peace 
treaty with Israel, still make more 
than a formality of ostracising 
Egypt, they said. 

Radicals still block an Arab 
League move to waive its ruling 
that members should not have rel- 
ations with Cairo. 

But officials here said many 
League members are only inh- 
ibited from following Jordan's 
lead in unilaterally restoring links 
three months ago by not wanting 
to aggravate inter- Arab rifts. 

“With the exception of Libya. 
Syria and possibly South Yemen, 
Arab states largely endorse our 
present policies on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict with some even 
opposed to terminating our peace 
with Israel.” one senior official 
said. 

Officials say Egypt’s contacts 
with other Arab states were ren- 
ewed when Mr. Mubarak suc- 
ceeded the late Anwar Sadat who 
signed the U.S.- sponsored treaty 
with Israel. 

“Most Arab leaders, however, 
have good reasons not to make 
known their endorsement of 
Egypt’s policies and that is som- 
ething we can understand,” the 
senior official said. 

He cited as one reason for this 
their concern over angry reaction 
by hardliners Libya and Syria and 



SANAA (R) — Foreign Ministers 
representing some one billion 
Muslims began private talks here 
Monday ahead of an Organisation 
oflslamic Conference (OIC) mee- 
ting in which Egypt will formally 
take part for the first time since its 
membership was suspended for 
making peace with Israel. 

A last-minute move by Syria 
and other members to stop Egypt 
attending was defeated Sunday in 
a preparatory meeting of experts 
from 44 OIC member countries, 
conference sources said. 

Egyptian * Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Maguid was among 
ministers due to arrive in the 
North Yemeni capital Monday for 
the. four-day meeting starting 
Tuesday." 

Delegates Sunday reached a 
consensus that the invitation to 
Egypt could not be revoked ai any 
level below that of a summit con- 
ference. the sources said. 

The Syrian representative had 
challenged the invitation and. 
pointing at the Egyptians across 
the table, declared: "We have an 


Israeli delegation in our midst.” 
they said. Iran. Libya and South 
Yemen supported the Syrian view, 
they added. 

It was an OIC summit.. in the 
Moroccan city of Casablanca last- 
January' that agreed to end 
Egypt's isolation over its 1979 ’ 
peace treaty with Israel. 

Iran boycotted that meeting and 
the three hardline Arab states 
walked out in protest at the dec- 
ision to readmit Egypt. 

Tlie Sanaa meeting will discuss 
a massive 106-item agenda cov- 
ering political, economic and cul- 
tural issues of importance to the 
Islamic World, which extends 
from Morocco in the West to Ind- 
onesia in the East. 

The list of subjects includes the 
four-year-old Gulf war between 
Iran and Iraq and the org- 
anisation’s unsuccessful attempts 
to mediate a peace settlement 
between the two OIC members. 

A high-level OIC peace com- 
mittee has made numerous trips to 
Baghdad and Tehran but. like 
peace initiatives by other bodies, it 


is largely in abeyance now because 
of the lack of response from Iran. 

The conference spokesman. 
OIC Assistant Secretary-General 
Irshad AI Zaman of Pakistan, said 
the foreign ministers would also 
discuss move to settle disputes 
'between Islamic states. 

The conference is the most 
important ever held in Sanaa, a 
2. 000 -year-old city perched on a 
plateau almost 2.500 metres 
above sea level and with a pop- 
ulation of 300.000. 

Brunei leader 
arrives in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — Sultan Muda Has- 
sanal Bolkiah of Brunei arrived in 
Cairo Monday at the start of a 
three-day state visit to Egypt. 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak greeted the sultan, who flew 
here from Oman. Sultan Muda, 
touring Arab countries for the first 
time since his oil-rich state bec- 
ame independent Iasi January, is 
due to fly to Jordan, on Wed- 
nesday. 


Swiss to handle Yugoslav 
interests in Morocco 


BERNE (R) — The Swiss gov- 
ernment said Monday it had agr- 
eed to represent Yugoslavia's int- 
erests in Morocco following the 
breakdown of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. 

A spokesman for the Yugoslav 
embassy in Berne said Morocco 
had unilaterally severed links with 
Belgrade two weeks ago after 
Yugoslavia's decision to recognise 


the Saharan Arab Democratic 
Republic. 

The republic was proclaimed by 
Polisario guerrillas who have been 
waging a long-standing war with 
the Moroccan government for 
control of the Western Sahara. 

A statement from the Swiss 
Foreign Ministry said Morocco 
had agreed to the Swiss rep- 
resentation. 


Denktash arrives in Ankara 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Cyp- 
riot leader Rauf Denktash arrived 
in Ankara Monday for talks with 
the Turkish government and to 
seek its continued support. 

He said he would explain to 
Turkish leaders his views on the 
Cyprus draft agreement reached 
in United Nations talks this month 
and "request their further sup- 


port,'’ Anatolia News Agency 
reported. 

But referring to the meeting he 
will have next month with Greek 
Cypriot leader Spyros Kyprianou. 
Mr. Denktash warned he would 
not accept any terms that risked 
the oppression which Turkish 
Cypriots say they suffered until 
the 1974 Turkish invasion of the 
island. 
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new Arab rifts in face of the gen- 
erally perceived threat from Israel 
and Iran. 

Mr. Mubarak himself has dis- 
couraged speculation of an eme- 
rgent “moderate” Arab axis of 
Egypt. Jordan and Iraq, with the 
Arafat-led PLO, that might line 
up against the radicals. 

He said Egypt did not believe in 
forming axes but only wanted to 
help revive the Middle East peace 
■process adding "we welcome any 
Arab country that wants to join 
us.” 

On a Kuwaiti press report that 
he would meet King Hussein and 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
earlv in 1985. he said: "It is mer- 
ely news that I have read in the 
Arab press.” 

The senior Egyptian official 
said Egypt has consulted Saudi 
Arabia through governmental 
envoys. The Saudi attitude is that 
it wants Egypt back in the Arab 
fold, but that Jordan should have 
awaited an Arab consensus. * 

Iraq, the official said, favours 
convening a delayed Arab summit 
to reach such a consensus but “if 
such a forum fails to agree on the 
issue. Iraq will decide to restore 
lies with Egypt” he said. 

Egypt seeks its return to good 
relations with Arab states without 
jeopardising the close relationship 
with the United States, forged 
after the U.S.-mediated Camp 
David accord with Israel. 
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Programmes Review 

21:3# 


23-.aa 



FOREIGN CHANNEL 

lfcM 


Ifctfl 


1*3# 


2#:## 


2 *J9 


21:## 



22:## 


22:15 

The Yellow Rose 

RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. 

AM & 99 MHz . FM 

& partly 

on 9560 KHz, SW 

mm 


m J# 

News Desk 

##-•## 



1fc#S 


urn 
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BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720, 1413 KHz 


Newsdesk 0&3* The Classical 
Guitar Me 45 Financial News#fc55 Ref- 
lections «7:M World News 97:99 24 
Hours: News Summary #7:3# New Ideas 
■7:4# Book Choice #7:45 The World 
Today #fc## Newsdesk «:3# Rock 
Salad a*M World News 2d 

Hours: News Summary WJS Sweet 
Soul Music #9:40 Network UK lftf# 
World News lfc#9 Reflections It: IS 
Music in the Age of Chivalry lfc3# Hol- 
lywood's Oscar Nights 114# World 
News 11:#9 British Press Review 11:15 
The World Today 1 1:34 Financial News 
11:4# Look Ahead 11:45 What's New. 
12riM News Summary followed by Dis- 
covery 12:34 Wives and Daughters 
13HM World News 13.-49 News about 
Britain lJsl5 Letter from London 13:25 
Scotland this Week lfc3# Sports Int- 
ernational 14:## Radio Newsreel 14:15 
William Revisited 14:45 Sports 
Round-up 15=1# World Ncwl 15*9 24 
Hours: News Summary 15:3# Network 
UK 15:45 Recording of the Week l«c«# 
Outlook 14:45 Places of Hope 174C 
Radio Newsreel 17:15 A JoUy Good 
Show Ifcfl# World News 18: #9 Com- 
mentary IfelS Omnibus 18:45 The 
World Today 19-.## World News 19:99 
Merdian 19:4# Scotland This Week 
1#:45 Sports Round- up 29HM Newsdesk 
2*3# Nature Notebook 29:49 The Far- 
ming World 21:## Outlook: News 
Summary 21:39 Stock Market Report 
21:45 That's Trad 22*# World News 
22HB 24 Hours: News Summary 22:34 
William Revisited 23:## News Sum- 
mazy: Letter from London 23:14 Book 
Choice 23:15 Concert Hall 24e44 World 
News; The World Today 44:25 Scotland 
this Week 44:3# Financial News #9:4# 
Reflections ##:45 Sports Round-up 
#1:## World News; Commentary 41:15 
Singers of Schubert 91:39 Meridian 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 7264. SW 7200. 9563. 11740. 

11925 and 15210 KHz 


VOA Morning: News. Informal 
Presentationof Popular Music with Fea- 
ture Reports, Interviews, Answers to 
Latcnderf 1 Questions, Science Digest, 
Sports News at 30 minutes put the 
hour. 17*# News 17:1# Newsline 17 ;39 
Music USA 1&4# News lfcl# Focus 
IfeJ# Special English Newt 


TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An exhibition of oil and water colour 
paintings, ceramics and wood carvingft. 
by Asmahan Al Jamal and Mohammad 
Samara at the Royal Cultural Centre 
until Dec. 17. 

* An an exhibition of oib and wat- 
ercolours by Nelle (Swiss) at 6:00 p.m.. 
at the French Cultural Centre until Dec. 
22 . 

- Annual book exhibition at Yarmouk 
University (until Dec 19). 

’ An exhibition of ornaments by Sab- 
ahai Unag Al Rashdan Si 5.-0Q p.m- at 
the Regency Palace Hotel. 

* A Palestinian national documentary 
exhibition at 4:00 p.m. at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (until Dec. 24). 

FILM 

1 Italian film week at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until Dec. 21} 

* News review at 7:00 p.m. at American 
Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 66102677 

American Centre ........... 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 4J993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.......—. 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 66S19S 

Hussein Youth City ...— . 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Udere M numm Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. • 5 
pm. Year-round. Tel 51760. 


Martyr*' Memorial (Mflhary Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
rn.nu-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popahur Life ot Jordan Museum: 100 to 
ISO year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37] 69. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Litaw Amman Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 JO p.m. 

Liana PhBaddpWa Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon HoteL 7 JO p.m. 
PM-uipiAi Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the HoKdaj Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 pjn. 
Royal AHwn bfl e Ctnb. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. tcL 24590. 

Church of (he A—wriari — (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

Dt to Sail Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757, 

Cbm* of the Anarlarinn (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Angdcan Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Arrandan Catholic Church Ashrafieh, 
771331. 

Armdba Orthodox Choreh Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Choreh (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafleh. 771751. 

Aiimw Toll i notional Choreh (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 

#&fi3 ..... Fajr 

06:31 . (StMTisel Duka 

11:32 ............... Dhuhr 

1*17 ....'. - -*Aar 

lfcj3 - - Migtefe 

Ifcfl 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Quern Alia 
International Airport tel. (08) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 


•4:59 Cairo (MS) 

•9:30 .. 

Dubai ffUi 


#9:45 - 

Jeddah (RJ) 

•9:45 .. 

Cairo (RJ) 

VK55 — 
•*55... 

Ifcfl# ... 

... Dubai. Bahrain (RJt 

Uhl# 


1*35 
19645 ... 
12:15 m. 
13:51 

Dhahran, Riyadh (SV) 

.... Singapore. Abu Dhabi fRJ) 
Dobs (GF) 

14:40 ... 

Kuwait (KU) 

16:15 ... 

Baghdad'(IA) 

17:3# 

Ifcfl# 

1&3# 

......... New York. Vienna fRJ) 

Amsterdam. Istanbul (KLM) 

19:45 ... 


20:15 ... 


2#J* ... 
2#L4# _ 
2fcM 

— .... — Athens (OA) 

Rome, Damascus (AZ) 

22:59 

Cairo (MS) 

#9:45 ... 
•1:1# ... 

— Cairo (Rj) 

Baghdad /RJ) 

DEPARTURES: 

15:45 ... 


#7:9# ... 


97:15 
#7:5# ... 


11:15 .. 

Tripoli (RJ) 

11:45 ... 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

1£99 .... 
12:15 ... 
12:15 h.i 
12:15 .... 
12:29 .... 
12J# „ 

Paris, London (RJ) 

. Amsterdam. New York (JUJ 

Riyadh, Dhahran (SV) 

- Istanbul, Bucharest (RJ) 

. Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

13:99 .... 


1439 .. 

- -C*«ro{RJ) 

I4d# ... 


15:49 - Kuwait (KU) 


19-J# .... 
2fc3# — 
29:45 .... 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJi 

21:1# ... 



23:29 Cairo (MS) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Jaraah 

— Konkardoris 

— Nordic Wasa 

— Far ah One 

— lole C 

. — Kola Wijaya 

— Mont Vernoux 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) ac your service. 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

There will be slight increase in tem- 
perature. with southeasterly moderate 
winds. In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


Low/high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman - 3/15 

Aqaba .... S/2! 

Deserts ... ..... 1/16 

Jordan Valley ... 10/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 13, Aqaba 20. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 61 per cent. Aqaba 37 
per cent. 

* MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local selllbuy rates m fib 

Belgian franc 64.7/ 65 

Dutch guilder 115.2/ 115.9 

Egyptian guinea .,310.6/ 313.8 

French franc 42.4/ 42.6 

Iraqi dinar 333.3/ 337 3 

Italian life (for 100) 21.1/ 21-3 

Japanese yen (for 100) 162J2/ 163.1 

Kuwaiti dinar - 1326/ 1331.6 

Lebanese lira ................. 45.4 / 46.8 . 

Omani riyal 1155 1 1163-3 

Qatari riyal UQJ/ 111.1 

Saudi riyal ~ — 113/ 113.6 

Swedish crown ...—...43 -5/ 45.8 

Swiss franc 157.4/ 158.3 

Syrian lira .. 40.2/ 40.1 

UAE dirham 109.5/ 1X0 

U.K. sterling pound ..... 478.9/ 481.8 

U.S. dollar 402/ 404 

W. German mark 13 9-91 139.7 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Finuid, fire, police 199 

Blood bank ... 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 12090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police ... 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 36381-2 

Municipal water service 771125-8 

Queen Alia Iol Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Kbalrdi Maternity, J. Ama .. 44281-4 
Akfleh Maternity. J, Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

MaDas, J. Amman 36140 

P“*stine. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmesaqi Hospital .. 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Munsber Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164 

Italian. AI-Mnhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashlr. J. Ashrafieh ......... 775111 

Army. Marita 9i6il 

NIGHT DUTY 


Mreish pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy .. 

Adrian pharmacy 

Mahatta pharmacy 

Shakhshir pharmacy 
Jabal Taj pharmacy ... 
TAXIS: 

Taxina taxi ......... 

Jerusalem raxi 

Tamer taxi 

K haled taxi .... 

Kimfi taxi _ 

Waddah taxi 

ORBED 

Dr. Adnan Al Naser .. 
Mu'ammar pharmacy . 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mustafa Fayyadh . 

Bela] pharmacy 

Omar pharmacy ..... 


-.770910 
>-.23672 
— 31653 

(-) 

... 669495 
771500 

....44660 
.... 39655 
-.666417 
23715 
-. 841309 
... 812454 


.,..2418 

....(-) 


.983031 
-■■■(-) 
(-) 


AMMAN: 

Dr. M under Qarriui ....„ 
Dr. Atif Dabbas 


776258 

668384 


general 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism .......... 

Hptel complaint* 

Price complaints 

Telephone: 

Information 

Jordan and Middle East calls" 

Overseas calls 

Cable or telegram ...... **' 

Repair servke "" 


773111 

774111 

„ 42311 
666412 
661176 

12 

.... 10 
17 


11 
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Upper (lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple (double red) 240/ 180 

Apple (golden) 240/ 180 

App)e (sunken) 240/ ISO 

Banaqa 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans 

Broad beans .......... 

Cabbage 

Chestnut ™ ~ 

Carnot ~ 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (large) L.._ 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (forge) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garlic ...... 

Grapefruit 
Lemon 


.... 280 / 240 
,..240/210 
360 / 300 

— 700/600 
160/120 

— 660/600 

— 120/ 90 
240/180 

— 250 / 200 

— 480 / 400 
170/130 

160/120 

...180/150 

...130/100 

— 140/100 


Mallow 

Mandarin Z 

Marrow (luge) — 
.Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) - 

Onion (green) 

Okra 

Olives (green) ~ 

Oranges (Aim Sum) — 
Oranges (Shanunouti) 

Parsley 

P“r* (American) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hot green) — 

Potatoes 

Quince ......... 

Radishes 

Spinach — ZL 

Tomatoes , 

Turnip 


— 320/250 

140/100 

..... 200/ 150 

— 300/240 
— 170/ 140 
— 170/130 

6S0/600 

360 / 300 

240/180 


180/140 

80/ 80 

550/480 

190/150 

170/340 

190/160 

170/130 

100/ 80 

130/100 

420 / 300 

140/100 
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Home news 

Financial consortium 
opens in London 


LONDON (Petra) — A Jordanian 
financial consortium was officially 
opened here Monday with a cap- 
ital shared jointly by the Jor- 
.danian government and 16 Jor- 
danian banks and financial ins- 
titutions. 

. A spokesman for the con- 
sortium' sard that the est- 
ablishment of a joint Jordanian 
financial consortium in London 
arfees from the necessity to est- 
ablish a Jordanian banking and 
financial base which will work on 
•strengthening bridges of con- 
fidence between Jordan and the 


countries of the world in the field 
of banking. 

The spokesman added that this 
consortium will receive deposits 
from Arab and international sur- 
pluses and will use them to finance 
development projects in Jordan. 

Attending the inauguration of 
the consortium were a number of' 
senior Jordanian officials from 
Jordanian banks and financial ins- 
titutions, a number of bus- 
inessmen and economists and sev- 
eral directors of Arab dev- 
elopment Funds and central banks 
in the Arab World. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arar requests governors 
to assist planning teams 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Suleiman Arar has req- 
uested provincial governors to 
take the necessary steps to fac- 
ilitate the work of teams con- 
ducting a com prehensive survey of 
cities, villages and population gat- 
herings in the country. 

The survey, being conducted by 
the Ministry of Planning, started 
earlier this week and aims to rev- 
iew suggestions for developing 
local communities' economic and 
social aspects as well as including 
projects which have been proved 
feasible in Lhe third five-year dev- 


elopment plan 1986-1990. 

Altogether. 1.018 towns and 
villages will be surveyed for. the* 
information which will be used by 
planners for the implementation 
of the coming development plan. 

The survey will help define the 
basic needs of the local com- 
munities in every district and the 
infrastructure required for the 
implementation of economic pro- 
jects in every town and village. 

The gathered information will 
be reviewed and scrutinised by the 
ministry in cooperation with other 
ministries involved in the pre- 
paration of the five-year plan. 


Nabulsi asks village councils to 
prepare data for projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Hamdullah A1 
Nabulsi has requested all mun- 
icipal and village councils in the 
country to prepare information 
and data about development pro- 
jects which have been carried out 
in each city and village during the 
past five years. The minister also 
requested the preparation of a list 
of industrial, trading and crafts 
institutes registered in these cc - 
□ctls in addition to the projects 
which councils propose be taken 
into consideration while preparing 
the new five-year development 


plan. 

Mr. Nabulsi also requested the 
Cities and Villages Development 
Bank to provide JD 320.000 in 
loans to four local councils to ena- 
ble them carry out service pro- 
jects. The request included len- 
ding Tareq Municipality a sum of 
JD 200.000 to open streets, len- 
ding Aqaba Municipality JD 
20.000 to build a trading centre, 
lending Urn Joza village council in 
Balqa a sum of JD 20.000 to pay 
compensations and lending AJ 
Mreigha village council in Ma’an 
the sum of JD 80,000 to construct* 
streets. 


Abdul Jaber receives invitation to Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Labour and Social Development 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber Monday discussed with the Egyptian amb- 
assador to Jordan, Mr. Ihab Wahbeh, bilateral relations and 
means of strengthening cooperation in the fields of labour and 
social development. Mr. Wahbeh extended an invitation to the 
Egyptian minister of labour and training inviting Dr, Abdul Jaber 
to visit Egypt. 

Arar issues new licencing requirement 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister 
Suleiman Arar Monday decided to ban the licencing or renewing 
of licences for public vehicles unless owners of these vehicles 
produce a receipt to the effect that they have paid the due mun- 
icipal fees. The decision takes effect as of the beginning of 1985. 

Jordanian student dies in India 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has received 
a cable from the Jordanian embassy in New Delhi saying thai a 
Jordanian student. Mohammad Hassan Shihadeh. has passed 
away. The ministry called on his family to call at the consular 
department at the ministry. 

Municipality, ACC discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Cooperation between Amman Municipality 
and the Amman Chamber of Commerce (ACC) was discussed 
Monday during a meeting between Amman Mayor Abdul Raouf 
A1 Rawabdeh and the chairman and members of the ACC. 


Designers review aspects 
of Islamic architecture 


AMMAN (Petra) — An Islamic 
and Jordanian architecture sem- 
inar resumed its sessions Monday 
at the Professional Associations 
Complex and discussed a number 
of working papers on this topic. 
The first paper discussed during 
the session was submitted by Min- 
istry of Municipal and Rural Aff- 
airs and the Environment Under 
Secretary Awad Al TaJ in which 
he called for reconsidering the 
planning policy of ‘the Arab city' 
and for the highlighting Islamic 
planning and architectural values 
in designing buildings. 

Another working paper, was 
submitted by Amman Mun- 
icipality, dealt with Amman and 
the planning of Islamic Arab cit- 
ies. The paper pointed out that 
some Arab cities do not carry any 


Arab or Islamic features due to 
their rapid and random dev- 
elopment and due to Lhe scattering 
of buildings within the city. The 
paper also recommended that 
large projects should be est- 
ablished using Islamic arc- 
hitectural designs. One of Mon- 
day's papers included a document 
by Mr. Ja’far Toukan from the 
private sector in which he pre- 
sented a detailed account of mod- 
em. Arab and Islamic arc- 
hitecture. 

On the last day of the seminar, a 
recommendation committee will 
make a draft of some of the more 
relevant proposals made about 
Islamic and Jordanian arc- 
hitecture and these will be read 
and approved on at the final ses- 
sion. 


Obeidat: Time has come for local government 



(Continued from page f) 

there was coordination between 
the government and the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) and that **we are 
committed to bear our res- 
ponsibilities," in extending ser- 
vices to the camp. 

Mr. Obeidat also praised efforts 
exerted by the Salt Development 
Corporation saying that its was "a 
positive initiative contributing to 
the development of the local soc- 
iety." 

fn the agricultural sector. Mr. 
Obeidat said ; " I would like to ass- 
ure our citizens that we feel a spe- 
cial responsibility" towards the 
sector. He pointed out to the pro- 
blems facing this sector, dem- 
anding more collective efforts to 
achieve a comprehensive agr- 
icultural development in the Kin- 
gdom. 

He explained that the Higher 
Agricultural Council has adopted 
resolutions among which was the 
implementation of a modern agr- 
icultural plan in the Jordan Valley 
area and hilly agricultural areas in 
the Kingdom. 

The council will be holding a 
meeting on Dec. 29 to crystallise 
resolutions to serve the agr- 
icultural sector in the Kingdom. 

Delivering a speech at the ses- 
sion, Balqa Governor Mohammad 
Khatib stressed the concept of 
decentralisation in government 
departments and institutions and 
called for the idea of maintaining a 
separate budget for spending in 
each governorate. 

Mr. Khatib reviewed problems 
suffered by the Balqa Gov- 
emoraie and the shortage in basic 
public services. He said that pro- 
viding these services to the gov- 
ernorate 'could ease population 
problems in Amman and atiraa a 
larger number of citizens to reside 
in the governorate. 

He stressed the necessity of 
improving roads in the gov- 
ernorate, mainly the Salt-. 
Shouneh road and the Salt- Ardah 
road. He also called on the gov- 
ernment to solve the pollution 
problem caused by the Jordan 
Cement Companies Factory in 
Fuheiss and for adopting com- 
prehensive plans to develop tou- 
rism, agriculture, roads and the 
environment. 

The deputy for the Balqa Gov- 
ernorate at the Lower House of 
Parliament, Marwan Hmoud. del- 
ivered a speech in which he called 
on the government to develop and 
improve social and cultural ser- 
vices in the governorate, mainly in 
the field of education. 

Salt Mayor Abdul Raz/.aq 
Nsour, in his turn, delivered a spe- 
ech in which he reviewed the 
needs of his city and the ach- 
ievements realised by the mun- 
icipality, mainly in the area of 


opening roads, electricity, pre- 
servation of the environment, est- 
ablishment of commercial centres 
with the cost of JD 600.000. gen- 
erating an annual income of JD 
60,000. 

Dr. Nsour said the municipality 
has already started implementing 
a sports village project and that it 
had appropriated 70 dunums of 
land for this purpose v 
Dr. Nsour reviewed the needs 
of the city of Salt, mainly in reg- 
ards improving the city’s entrance, 
housing projects and the org- 
anisation of lands adjacent to the 
city. 

The president of the board of 
directors of the Salt Development 
Corporation, Ja’far Shami, exp- 
lained in a speech the present and 
future plans of the corporation 
aimed at development of the city. 

He called for establishing a tou- 
rism project in Zai and pro- 
grammes to develop agricultural . 
projects in the same area. 

Demands and inquiries by off- 
icials and citizens of the gov- 
ernorate were directed by Mr. 
Obeidat to the concerned cabinet 
members fqt, replies and exp- 
lanation. 

In response to an inquiry. Min- 
ister of Public Works Raef Nijm 
said his ministry was in the process 
of developing and improving the 
road network in the governorate 
and reviewed the ministry's plans 
in this regard. He said the 1985 
state budget includes an increase 
in allocations for road con- 
struction in the Kingdom, inc- 
luding agricultural roads. 

Dr. Nijm said the ministry is 
currently carrying out a study for 
an alternative road to the Salt- 
Arda road. 

Agriculture Minister Moh- 
ammad Bashir spoke of his min- 
istry's plans to develop the animal 
wealth in the Kingdom and said 
there is a plan to organise agr- 
icultural production to guarantee 
the proper marketing of agr- 
icultural products and the pro- 
vision of technical expertise nee- 
ded by fanners. 

Speaking at the five-hour ses- 
sion, held at the Salt Community 
College, Education Minister 
Hikmat Saket reviewed efforts 
exerted by the ministry to develop 
and modernise education methods 
including the upgrading of the 
quality of education in the Kin- 
gdom. 

Health Minister Kamel Ajlouni 
said the ministry was ready to 
press ahead with the programme 
of developing medical services in 
the governorate within a carefully 
studied program me. He laid down 
the ministry's plans to develop the 
Salt government hospital and the 
health centre in southern Sho- 
uneh. 

Telecommunications Minister 
Mohammad Zaben said a tender 


has been recently awarded lotjev- -the area. 

etop telephone communications in Speaking at the meeting were 
the governorate. He said the pro- 
ject would provide developed tel- 
ephone communications to more 
than 30.000 citizens through pro- 
viding 5.000 new lines. 

Youth Minister Hani Kha- 
sawneh said his ministry was in tHe 
process of studying steps to be 
taken to establish a sports city in 
Salt. He said there is a plan under 
implementation to support sport 
and youth institutions in the Kin- 
gdom. He said the ministry, under piaims. 
directives by His Majesty King 
Hussein and Mr. Obeidat, is giving 
the youth sector all concern and 
care. 

Minister of Municipal ana 
Rural Affairs and the Env- 
Hamduilah Nabulsi 


also director of the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) Munther Had- 
dad in and Housing Corporation 
Director Shafiq Zawaideh who 
answered citizens' inquiries rel- 
ated to their respective dep- 
artments. 

In response to other speeches 
delivered by heads of municipal 
and rural councils, Mr. Obeidat 
said the government will be stu- 
dying their requests and com- 


ironmem 


He said the government will 
study the possibility of est- 
ablishing a chicken slaughter 
house in the governorate and that 
instructions have been issued to 
set up a committee to supervise 
said his ministry will carry on imp- efforts to fight the problem of ins- 
leraenting its practical programme ects in the Jordan Valley in sum- 
for planning all villages in the gov- mer . 

ernorare. Mr. Obeidat said the gov- 

Energy and Mineral Resources emment will work to develop the 
Minister Hisham Khatib said most organisational system at the Min- 
of the villages in the governorate istry of Municipal and Rqral Aff- 
has been connected with ele- airs and the Environment to ena- 
ctricity and that work is underway ble it handle belter structural 
to connect the rest of villages in plans for cities and villages. 



A visiting delegation from the Commission of the European Com- 
munity Monday hokl a press conference on cooperation between the 
EC and Jordan (Petra photo) 

Ministry, companies discuss 
phosphate, potash marketing 
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EC, Energy Ministry 
to sign JD 170,000 

technical aid deal 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of Energy at the 
Commission of European Community (KC) and head of 
an EC delegation Christopher Audiand, Monday paid 
tribute to the economic renaissance Jordan is witnessing 
in all fields. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Means of 
coordinating and intensifying eff- 
orts, policies and steps geared at 
marketing the products of the 
phosphate, potash and fertiliser 
companies in foreign markets ami 
increasing exports of these mat- 
erials were discussed during a 
meeting between Minister of Ind- 
ustry and Trade Jawad Al Anani 
and the chairmen and directors of 
the three companies. 

Participants also discussed the 
possibilities of increasing exports 


of these products either by uni- 
fying marketing studies or through 
engaging in partnership with other 
countries with a view to directing 
economic agreements concluded 
with these countries towards enc- 
ouraging and promoting Jor- 
danian expons. 

They also agreed to prepare a 
joint working paper tackling all 
marketing aspects. The meeting 
was attended by Ministry of Ind- 
ustry and Trade Under Secretary 
Ibrahim Badran and a number of 
senior ministry officials. 


Mr. Audiand, who was speak ing 
at a press conference at the EC 
headquarters in Amman, said that 
his visit to Jordan is pan of a tour 
which will take him to other cou- 
ntries in lhe area with the aim »! 
discussing means of cooperation 
between states in the area and the 
European Common Market. 

Mr. Audiand added that he held 
talks with Jordanian officials on 
possibilities of providing Jordan 
with technical, financial and adv- 
isory assistance, particularly in the 
field of energy. 

Mr. Audiand also said that the 
EC and the Ministry oi Energy 
and Mineral Resources will Tue- 
sday sign an agreement whereby 
the EC will provide Jordan with 
technical and financial assistance 


worth JD 170,000 to benefit (he 
energy projects in Jordan. 

Mr. Audiand (lien reviewed the 
assistance that the EC has pro- 
vided to Jordan in the fields of 
electricity projects, universities 
and scientific institutions. 

Mr. Audiand also pointed out 
the various me I hods the F.C cou- 
ntries have applied to reduce their 
consumption ot energy by 20 per 
cent and added that they could 
cooperate with Jordan in this field 
to help Jordan reduce its energy 
con sumption. 

During his visit Mr. Audiand 
met with Minister ol Planning 
Abdulla Al Nsour and discussed 
cooperation between EC cou- 
ntries and Jordan in economic, 
financial and technical fields. 


Haya centre gives children a busy, educational week 


By Rana Sabbagh 

‘ Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Haya Arts Cen- 
tre for Child Development has 
organised a cultural and an week 
for children. This event consisted 
of a children's play." "The Little 
Police Boy", an exhibition oi 
books and children's paintings as 
well as a scientific ‘outer-space 
commotion show.' 

The children's play, written by 
Sami Al Majali and directed by 
NaiMm Haddadin, transponed the 
audience, mainly little children, 
into a land of fantasy and hap- 
piness. The dramatic action in the 
play itself was carried out pro- 
fessionally by the main actors, all 
of whom were children. The 
young audience managed to und- 
erstand every single idea in the 
play as the dialogue was in col- 
loquial Arabic and lhe moral of 
the play was easily transmitted 
from the children acting to the chi- 
ldren watching. 

This play aimed to break down 
some of the barriers between pel-' 
icemen and citizens by pointing " 
out the good deeds of the police 
such as how they catch criminals 
and thus how they maintain cit- 
izens’ rights and social justice. The 
theme also had direct sub- 
messages such as: Follow the path 
of good and never listen to evil, 
people should never steal, no mat- 
ter how poor they are and, added 
to this, an important didactic ideal 
that children should never lie. 

Nawaf, the main character pla- 


yed by Na&sim Magdalawi aged 
1 1 , was great fun and mon- 
•opoliscd (he whole dramatic act- 
ion and atmosphere. He even 
managed to break the psy- 
chological barrier between the 
audience and the actors by making 
the children become active in the 
dialogue and actions of the play; 
Nawaf was constantly consulting 
the children about what to do with 
the robbers, where to hide etc. He 
also made all the children join in 
and sing a song called '‘Tom- 
orrow, 1 want to become a Pol- 
iceman". Nawaf would also use 
lhe technique of ad-libbing, in 
which he carried dialogues with 
the children. Nawaf was certainly 
the man of the show. 

i 

Nassim told the Jordan Times 
that he enjoyed playing the part of 
Nawaf especially because he could 
consult the audience, raise their 
curiosity, and encourage them to 
react to the play. 

The evil witch 

The witch, played by Noor 
Imam, appeared in a black gown 
with frightening facial make up 
which caused some of the younger 
children to cry whenever she app- 
eared on stage. However the older 
children reacted in the opposite 
manner and laughed which had a 
calming effect on their little com- 
panions. 

The set, designed by Hassan 
Kambahawi, was very simple, yet 
creative. The back-drop, por- 



His Highness Prince Rashid (centre front), son of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, watches a play during the Haya Arts Centre 
children's week (Petra photo) 


trayed a village scene with a well, a 
hut, a tree and jars as well as a 
large cobweb. The witch’s house 
was effectively creepy- look ing 
with dark colours and phosphoric 
paints to create a dramatic atm- 
osphere whenever spot lights were 
shed on it. 

Director Nai'im Haddadin told 
the Jordan Times thai the play 
aims to stimulate the creative side 
of children's minds and ima- 
ginations to encourage :rhcm to 
respond to the action. He added 
that "children are very intelligent 
only, if parents do not repress 
their ideas and allow them to say 
what they think." 

Excellent music was played by- 
Mr. Taha Rashid on the piano. 
Mr. Rashid accompanied the act- 
ors and played music that ref- 
lected the actions of the play by 
creating suspense as well as hel- 
-ping the children in singing songs. 


Ahmad Oeiss. ten years old, 
commented on the play saying: " I 
loved the play because it teaches 
children not to steal and lie. In the 
luture I warn to become a police 
man." 

Actors who participated in the 
show were; Lina Lamm a. Diala 
Khamru. Sami Khadcr. Majid a 
Dahabrelt, Murad /.u'bi and Waci 
Khamra. 

The children also had the cha- 
nce to see a scientific documentary 
on stars, planets, the rotation of 
the earth around the sun as well as 
space ships and astronauts. The 
children's books and paintings 
exhibition was another popular 
aspect of this one-week show on 
the occasion ol the celebrations 
for the Haya Arts Centre’s eighth 
year. Arabic and English books on 
display were concerned with sci- 
ence. religion, fiction stories and 
scientific encyclopaedias. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

JFully-fumished one bed- 
■foom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
T.V., central heating, tel- 
ephone. 

Two locations, Jabai 
Amman; near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
* filer <2 pan. 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE 
OF H.R.H. 

PRINCESS WIJDAN ALI 

LA COQUILLE EXHIBITION 

( Ml ‘NA 1AKKAN Kit lANlJ 

cordially invites you to the 

Antiquities 
Exhibition 

Damascene furniture 
Silver Jewellery 
Copper 

Oriental souvenirs 


AT AMMAN GRAND HALL 

ALHussein Youth City 



Wedensday 19th — 21st Dec. 1984 
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Blocking peace moves 

UNDER NORMAL circumstances, it would be difficult to 
understand why the U.S. is opposed to bolding an international 
peace conference on the Middle East. It beats ns that a country 
that keeps telling the world it so desires peace for this region 
refuses to attend tbe best forum for discussing and attaining 
this objective. 

Alas, these are not normal circumstances. And the U.S. and 
Israel are simply marking time when everybody else, par- 
ticularly the centrist forces of the Arab World, are desperately 
trying to preempt a major catastrophe from happening in the 
area. 

Instead of trying to inject some level-beaded realism into the 
thinking of its client state, the U.S. is even abandoning its own 
political morality in favour of taking its cue from Israel. It is 
nonsense that Washington opposes the idea of the international 
conference simply because the setting might not be right “for 
advancing constructive exchanges,” just as it is foolhardy to 
believe that the Americans oppose the idea because the con- 
ference would give a say to the Soviet Union in any settlement 
that would follow. 

First, Jordan, which has been pushing so hard for convening' 
such a conference, has made it well known that the idea of all 
parties to the conflict getting together under one umbrella does 
not in itself mean that they will be locked in a smoke-filled room 
shouting slogans and trading accusations at each other. Far 
from it, the' conference itself will merely be a framework in 
which all sorts of committees, experts and panelists will do 
their work to achieve something tangible and substantial, away 
from cameras and rhetoric. Where is tbe wrong setting in such 
an arrangement? 

Secondly, the U.S., perhaps more than any other country 
concerned, should know the value of Soviet participation in any 
attempt to solve the Palestinian problem. Washington is surely 
aware that Moscow would rather support moderate and wor- 
kable positions than stand behind empty slogans and bankrupt 
ambit tons by any and all sides to the conflict. So, why should 
Washington object to having the Soviets, playing a constructive 
role in the search for a settlement? . . . 

It is plainly the Israeli position against the conference that 
the U.S. is now echoing in opposition to the only practical way 
for a Middle East solution. That in itself helps neither tbe . 
cause of peace nor the image of the U.S. as an honest broker in 
the region. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: Echoing Zionist intentions 

THE CURRENT session of ihe United Nations General Assembly has given 
the international community another chance to realise the real position of the 
United States vis-a-vis the Middle East problem and the American insistence 
to block all roads leading to justice, stability and peace in this troubled region 
of the world. 

The call to convene an international peace conference did not emanate 
from a void, neither was it announced before experience proved the failure of 
the unilateral American effort in search for a just and balanced settlement to 
the problem. It is the failure that is not attributed to the lack of capabilities but 
to the lack of will. The U.S. which supposed to be a power for peace and 
justice, has chosen to give up its role and stand in the Zionist bunker, ignoring 
all United Nations resolutions and international consensus. 

This American choice made it natural for the Arabs to look at Washington. 
Through its stands and intentions, which it makes very clear, it aims to impose 
surrender and humiliation on Arabs while at same time opening all chances to 
its Zionist military base to expand its power on the Arab decision, wealth and 
all aspirations that are Arab rights, as it is the case with all peoples of the 
world. This American attitude with all its inclusions of challenge and insult 
has allowed Arabs to see the U.S. as a biased part to the Zionist entity. 

Therefore, it was only natural and reasonable that Jordan called specifically 
to return the peace cause to the United Nations and that all parties concerned 
have their role in the search for the accepted formula that is capable of 
achieving stability and justice. The American rejection of the idea of the 
international conference is a manifestation of the joint American-Zionist 
joint rejection for any peace that does not cany the specifications and con- 
ditions in favour of Washington and Tel Aviv; the*' peace" under which Arabs 
agree to give up their land and any other land that the U.S. and the Zionist 
entity see should be abducted. In other words, according to Washington's and 
Tel Aviv's specifications, it is required from the Arabs to accept now. tom- 
onow and forever all that the two sides in this alliance see necessary to 
impose, abduct or approve. What is asked here is a peace with Zionist greed 
which has proved unlimited and endless. Such a peace could never be ach- 
ieved and could never be imposed because it is against the peoples' march and 
the many and rich lessons of history. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Resistance will continue 


TERRORIST ACTS and savage butcheries committed by tbe Israeli occ- 
upation authorities everywhere in the occupied Arab territories are but a pan 
of the malicious Israeli thinking which adopts the method of violence and 
terror as means to achieve its goals and as an attempt to subdue the Arab wiU 
which rejects the principle of occupation, expansion and aggression. 

The invasion by occupation forces of Lebanese villages in the south and the 
destruction of houses on the heads of its inhabitants of women, children and 
old people, was nothing but a ring in the chain of arbitrary measures which are 
trying to suffocate the spirit of resistance in the Lebanese south. It is also an 
attempt to divert the current that turned the southern arena into a base for 
heroes who destroyed the invasion plan from its roots and buried the dreams 
and promises that "Sharon", the architect of the invasion, tried to reach 
within the Israeli policy of apartheid in the Arab territories. 

The national Lebanese resistance has come in time to join the formula of 
the complicated Lebanese crisis. It is the only element capable of putting 
things into order and correcting the situation and the crisis in a way that 
guarantees Lebanon the beginning of the phase of restoring national unity 
and total sovereignty on its territories. 

The Lebanese resistance has imposed on all parties to renounce the May 1 7 
agreement and for the first time it imposed on Israel to negotiate its way out of 
the real mess that it found itself in, also for the first time — a destructive and 
costly war of attrition on all levels. Tn the same way, it has also imposed on 
Lebanon new calculations in a new political formula capable of pulling it out 
of the circle of hegemony and foreign influence. 

From this point it can be said that the stepping up of Israeli terrorist acts in 
south Lebanon and the attempt to pressure the resistance through the series 
of mass murders, aims at forcing Lebanon into a new agreement that digests 
its rights, sovereignty and dignity through a deal which is currently being 
prepared al the Naqoura military negotiations. 

The Lebanese southerners have offered Lebanon the country and the entity 
the chance to manoeuvre and pressure leaving no chance for doubt that the 
south can be described as a process of “biting fingers" between Israel and the 
resistance. 

The Israeli logic which is based on planting terror and fear in the hearts in 
order to pass a political “deal" on tbe expense of Lebanon, its sovereignty and 
unity, will not be in line with the Israeli vision and through declared and 
undeclared political deals. The Lebanese resistance is continuing and wQl 
continue no matter how much terror there wiU be. 


An epitaph for Wadi Saqra Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


EVERY DAY, I passed him, 
like a good friend, on my way 
to work, and again on my way 
back home. He was always, 
there, a fixed, sturdy signpost ■ 
in my life, a point of reference 
to which I came back again and 
again to assess the progress of 
my life, my work, my alloted 
time in this world. Every time J 
saw him and gave a little nod as 
I passed in my car, I rem- 
embered times past, and epi- 
sodes we had shared. I rem- 
embered the last time I passed 
him during a pouring thunder 
shower, in show, or on an unc- 
omfortable summer s day with 
.the hot east wind blowing in off- 
the desert. He was even bec- 
oming a marker in the lives of 
my sons, a junction from where 
they measured both the route 
to their home and the path to 
life's mysteries and exp- 
eriences. I do not know how to 
answer my children when they 
ask me where he has gone to. It 
is a question I hope they will 
postpone, to give me time to 
provide a satisfactory answer 
to myself, as well as to them. 

He was always there, never 
complaining, rarely changing. 
Oh, sure, sometimes he looked 
a bit fed up with the world. He 
even carried a few scars of the 
times he had been mistreated, 
even physically abused by 
some of the many people who 
came in contact with him every 
day. But he stood up to his spe- 
cial lot in life rather well. I tho- 
ught. Here, I said to myself, 
was one special, durable friend 
I could always count on. I could 


go away for a while, go to 
Aqaba or Petra for a few days, 
even travel abroad for a few 
weeks or months, and when I 
returned to Amman I would 
always find him in his same 
place. As I passed him on my 
way to work every morning, he 
would remind me that there 
were some constant things in 
life. 

I suspect that 1 was not the 
only one. Many others must 
have related to him in the same 
way; thousands of others, in 
fact, though I have no way of 
knowing whether they share 
my feelings about losing this 
old friend. Now. in the winter 
of 1984, but in the early ado- 
lescence of his life, his time 
with us is almost over. Soon, he 
will be no more than a happy 
memory. He shall have dep- 
arted this world, for another 
perhaps that we do not know of 
until, we, too. leave this one. 
We will adjust, of course, as we 
always do when we suddenly 
lose a dear friend without 
warning. That is how life 
works. I suppose. But it is still 
sad, and unfair. 

My friend was never given 
the chance to prove himself 
fully, or to develop to his max- 
imum potential. He lived a 
short life, no more years than 
you could count on the fingers 
of both hands. He had little say 
in how he passed his days, or 
when, or even why, his life had 
to come to a sudden end. He 
could not complain, but only 
passively obey orders, always 
doing as he was told. I did not 


want his short life to pass unr- 
emembered. So I offer ibis as a 
humble, passingreraembrance, 
a fleering memorial for a fle- 
eting life, a gesture from a fri- 
end to commemorate a casual 
but constant companionship 
that lasted only a few yean, 
and ended unjustly, with him 
gone and the rest of us still 
here. 

He was not. in all truth, a 
particularly handsome fellow. 
He sloped a bit, and was not 
perfectly symmetrical. When it 
rained, parts of him were alw- 
ays wet. Little puddles, even 
huge pools, usually formed 
around his contours. 

But I excused it somehow, 
because he had other attributes 
that I valued more than phy- 
sical beauty. He was consistent, 
to the poinL of being unf- 
orgiving. He did not change 
colours and allegiances with 
the seasons, clapping and che- 
ering for whoever happened to 
be the power of the day. He 
was brutally stoic. I once asked 
him whai he thought about an 
international conference to 
resolve the Arab- Israeli dis- 
pute. He was silent, mot- 
ionless. I took that to mean that 
there were no easy solutions to 
hard problems. I passed him 
one day with my car radio bla- 
sting out news about the war in 
the Gulf. He made no gesture. 
He would have nothing to do 
with it 1 wanted to ask him 
about Egypt, America, and 
Lebanon, but dropped the 
idea. I knew what he would 
answer, and did not want to 


force him to deal with the frail 
deeds of ordinary people. 

But he was not totally apo- 
litical. When he cared to, he 
made political statements, dis- 
guised as subtle gestures that 
were in keeping with his sub- 
dued style. No speeches. No 
public accolades. No mass 
demonstrations of support. No 
waving of flags. Just a tough, 
self-assured person who knows 
.his job and does it to the best of 
his ability. When the Palestine 
National Council met in 
Amman in November, he rose 
to the occasion. I had always 
suspected him of being partial 
to the Palestinian cause, but I 
only knew for sure when the 
entire Palestinian leadership 
gathered in Amman and held 
its conference. (Did they know 
that he had only weeks more 
amongst us. and wished to 
make their own gesture of app- 
reciation?) When much of the 
northward traffic in and out of 
Amman had to be diverted 
around the site of the PNC, the 
traffic burden fell on his sho- 
ulders. He handled it bea- 
utifully. Not a complaint. Not 
a plea for help. When a Pal- 
estinian state is established one 
day. 1 hope he shall be rem- 
embered for having playing his 
small part, many years ago. to 
help bring it about. Maybe, just 
maybe, the Palestinians will 
remember him. as Jordanians 
will, and perhaps even put up a 
small picture of him in a sho- 
wcase somewhere in a corner 
of their future national mus- 
eum. 



Six days of terror on hijacked plane 


By Trevor Wood 

TEHRAN — The hostages freed 
from the hijacked Kuwaiti airliner 
who are being treated for injuries 
in Tehran last week talked about 
what one of them described as six 
days of “psychological torture”. 

Several of them, including the 
British captain of the aircraft. 
Captain Harry Clark, and the two 
Americans who were among the 
last nine people freed, were in 
hospital. 

The Iranian government which 
was criticised by some American 
and Kuwaiti sources for failing to 
end the siege sooner, said that the 
four Arab gunmen arrested when 
the plane was stormed would be 
put on public trial. 

The Iranians dismissed charges 
of collusion with the hijackers. 
President Khamenei said that the 
accusations were baseless. 

The accusations against the Ira- 
nians -stem partly from the fact 
that the hijackers, whose leader 
was named by the hostages as 
Abdul Hassan. are reported to be 
Lebanese Shi’ite Muslims. The 
prisoners the hijackers were see- 
king to free are members of a Leb- 
anese Sh’ite group goaled for a 


bomb attack in Kuwait. They 
claim to be followers of the Aya- 
tollah Khomeini. 

President Khamenei said that 
his government purposely delayed 
the rescue of the hostages to lull 
the hijackers, who had killed two 
of the American passengers alr- 
eady, into a false sense of security. 

The story of the hijack was told 
graphically by the victims. "It was 
sheer hell. It was terror for six 
solid days," Captain Clark said. 
He was roped together with two 
other hostages just before the att- 
ack, and the hijackers were set- 
tling down for the night. 

“We did not know the rescue 
was on until a smoke bomb was 
thrown. I was lucky I was not bea- 
ten up like the others ... they nee- 
ded me,” Captain Clark said. But 
he said the hijackers behaved like 
animals towards other prisoners. 

One of the two Americans still 
on the plane when the Iranians 
stormed it, Mr. John Costa, a bus- 
inessman, aged 50. was badly bea- 
ten and had cigarette burns on his 
face and body. Lighted cigarettes 
were dropped down his shirt front. 

He said the hijackers kept try- 
ing to force him to make a false 
confession. “What they wanted 


was for me to say I was from the 
CIA." 

Mr. Costa described the hij- 
ackers as psychopaths and said 
that the hostages did. not know 
from one moment to the next what 
they were going to do. 

He added: “If they got angry 
they beat you up and then they 
offered you orange juice. It was 
quite a frightening experience in 
all, very noisy, and always under 
the threat of death. I was hoping 
something would happen, but we 
didn't know what to think or exp- 
ect.” 

The freed hostages said that 
their first indication that the siege 
was almost over came when one of 
the Iranian guards, who was dis- 
guised as a doctor, seized a gas 
grenade being held by the hijacker 
supervising him as he “treated" 
one of the sick. There was a str- 
uggle. and the grenade went off. 

The captain and the American 
freed by the guards praised the 
speed and efficiency with which 
the operation was ended. 

Mr. Neil Beeston, the 40- 
year-old British flight engineer- 
who was one of seven crew mem- 
bers freed only hours before the 
rescue, said: “There was no let up 


at all.” When he left the plane 
those still being held were str- 
apped in their chairs with exp- 
losives piled all round. “You just 
can't explain how you feel about 
something like that.” 

He was threatened with death 
several times. “I don't think any- 
one expected to live. I think eve- 
ryone had resigned themselves to 
the fact that they were going to 
die. They were waiting for the 
chance to pop somebody off. 

“We lost track of time, and 
there were incidents all the time to 
keep people under control. There 
was never any time when there 
could be an organised attempt to 
overthrow the hijackers.” 

He said that the hijackers had 
faked the death of two Kuwaiti 
passengers who were beaten on 
the steps of the plane and then 
dragged back inside. Tomato 
sauce was poured over them and a 
local photographer brought to 
take pictures of the “bodies”. The 
two were then kept away from 
other hostages. 

The two passengers who died. 
Mr. Charles Freud and Mr. Wil- 
liam Stanford, were officials of 
the U.S. Agency for International 
Development — The Guardian. 


Women stilf in second place in Indian politics 


By Frances Kerry 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — For nearly 20. 
years Indian politics were dom- 
inated by a woman, but even with 
Indira Gandhi as their standard 
bearer women made few advances 
into the corridors of power. 

Her assassination in October 
deprived women of even the sym- 
bol of a female in charge. There 
are no women in the top ranks of 
either the ruling Congress (I) 
Party or the major opposition par- 
ties. 

• 

There were only 28 women 
members in the last 544-seat par- 
liament, five per cent of the total. 
The highest proportion of women 
members has been 6.7 per cent, in 
the parliament elected in J962. 

Women are unlikely to play a 
major role in the new parliament 
to be chosen in elections starting 
on Dec. 24. Lists of candidates 
show that only a fraction are 
women. 

The Congress (I) is fielding 39 
women candidates out of a total 
496. 

Among the major opposition 
parties, the Dalit Mazdoor Kisan 
Party (DMKP) is putting forward 
1 3 women out of a total of 1 63 and 


the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
10 out of 225. The Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) is fielding 
three women out of 63 and the 
Janata Party just three out of 209. 

The one woman apart from Ind- 
ria Gandhi who has made a big 
impact on Indian politics is her 
rebel daughter-in-law Maneka. 
widow of her younger son Sanjay. 

Maneka left Gandhi's hou- 
sehold two years ago to form her 
own political party, the Rashtriya 
Sanjay Manch (RSM). She is sta- 
nding against her brother-in-law, 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, in 
the constituency of Amethi in 
Uttar Pradesh state. 

Feminist Madhu Kishwar said 
the RSM was too weak to make a 
mark on women's affairs in nat- 
ional politics. “The publicity 
Maneka gets is more because of 
the tn-fighting in the Gandhi hou- 
sehold than because of her pol- 
itical views." she said. 

“Women are pitifully rep- 
resented in national politics,” 
Kishwar explained. "But we can- 
not expect the political parties, the 
men, to do ail the work for us. It is 
pur job to organise ourselves and 
put the pressure on. 1 ' 

Bapu Kaldate, general sec- 
retary of ttye Janata Party, said; 


“We try to push the case for 
women, but at the same time we 
have to field strong candidates 
with a good chance of winning." 

DMKP Spokesman Ajay Singh 
agreed. “ However much we want 
to put women forward, we cannot 
if that means sacrificing a seat.” 

Bashuridden Ahmad.' director 
of the Centre for the Study of 
Developing Societies, an ind- 
ependent body which studies Ind- 
ian society and politics, said the 
Congress (I) as the strongest party 
was traditionally able to back 
more women. 

Gayatri Ray, a secretary of the 
Congress (I) women’s cell, said 
she was still not happy with the 
number of women candidates for 
the elections. "We have more 
candidates than last time, but not 
the 20 per cent we called for at our 
convention," she said. 

Mr. Ahmad said there was no 
prejudice against women once 
they entered politics, but it was 
more difficult for them to do so. 

“Women in India have less con- 
fidence and freedom than men. 
Even if they do overcome tra- 
ditional attitudes and go into pol- 
itics at a local level, as soon as they 
start trying to get to state or nat- 


ional level, they are restricted by 
their family and other res- 
ponsibilities,” Mr. Ahmad said. 

Mr. Kishwar said Mrs. Gandhi 
became Prime Minister more bec- 
ause she was the daughter of 
India’s first prime minister. Jaw- 
a ha rial Nehru, than because of a 
positive trend to put women in lop 
positions. 

“Mrs. Gandhi was good as a 
symbol for women but she did 
nothing for women’s issues, any 
more than the opposition parties 
would." 

High on the list of issues which 
Indian feminists campaign about 
are dowries and bride burning. 
Hudreds of women are killed 
every year by husbands or in-laws 
frustrated by failed demands for 
more dowry payments. 

“But it’s largely educated mid- 
dle class women campaigning for 
action on this sort of thing,” fem- 
inist Neerja Chowdhuiy said. 
“There is no broad-based 
women’s movement in India and 
Mrs. Gandhi never had to raise 
women's issues to win women's 
votes.’’ 

She shied away from 1 eing ide- 
ntified as a woman.” Ms. Cho- 
wdhuiy added. 


As I said, he was not an emo- 
tional fellow, and rarely sho- 
wed his feelings. But I was par- 
ticularly touched by his mov- 
ing. valiant, but ultimately fut- 
ile gestures at survival when he 
knew that the end was near. 
Gosh, how he wanted to live. 
When the workmen and the 
bulldozers and the steamrollers 
came one day and started doing 
their gruesome deed, he knew 
'that his timejiad come. For a 
day or two, he did nothing. 
Then he summoned all the help 
at his command, and invoked 
even the powers of the heavens 
to keep his executioners at bay. 
The weather suddenly turned 
freezing cold. But the workers 
kept working, taking him apart 
piece by piece, bleeding- his 
body and souL until first he was 
just a skeleton of his former 
self, and then only a silent, lis- 
tless ghost. 

He struggled until the very 
end, hoping against hope that 
his fate might change, that his 
life might be spared, that his 
communion with the thousands 
could be extended for a short 
time longer. He again invoked 
the heavenly elements. Fierce, 
freezing rain fell for two days. 
Strong winds whipped in from 
the west. He must have thought 
that the rain and wind would 
cause the workers and then- 
machines to go away, to give up 
their awful deed, and to spare 
this young life. 

But it was all in vain. The last 
breath of life finally went out of 
him. As his many friends every 
day passed the spot where he 


had always been, they looked 
around in amazement. They 
were disoriented, and some of 
them, like myself, slightly gri- 
eved at the sudden dis- 
appearance of a friend we had 
grown up with for an important 
part of our lives. 

We had not even had a cha- 
nce to make a last gesture of 
friendship and affection. Had 
we known that his time with us 
was soon to end, we could have 
planted flowers, small bushes, 
even a tree, to produce the full 
life that he was never allowed 
to manifest. We could have 
cleaned him up, scrubbed him 
down with water, and spent a 
last few moments together, 
remembering the years we had 
lived through, the things we 
had seen, the lessons we had 
learned, and the dreams we 
had dreamed. 

He is just about gone now. I 
don’t know where types like 
him go to after their days on 
earth. I like to think there is a 
special place in paradise for 
good, consistent, reliable and 
honest folk of his type. Whe- 
rever he has gone, he can be 
sure that his life, though brief, 
was useful. He has left behind 
friends, true, grateful friends 
who will remember him every 
year at about this time, when 
the weather turns cold, Lhe 
rains start, the days shorten 
and the mind seeks the rei- 
nforcement of life's little epi- 
sodes to make it through the 
winter, and to greet another 
spring. 


yi 


Allies give the U.S. 
initial go-ahead for 
Geneva arms talks 


By Sidney Welland 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — European NATO 
allies have given Washington whar 
amounts to a blank cheque for at 
least the first round in U.S.-Soviet 
arms negotiations set for early 
January. 

How long the honeymoon will 
last may depend on how much — 
or how little — Secretary of State 
George Shultz brings back when 
he meets Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko in an attempt to restart 
the stalled East-West dialogue. 
NATO diplomats say. 

Seasoned Western officials 
were surprised by tile easy ride 
Mr. Shultz was given by alliance 
foreign ministers at a NATO con- 
-ference this week when he set out 
still vague U.S. ideas for the mee- 
ting in Geneva on Jan. 7-8. 

The Europeans explained their 
relaxed approach by saying they 
appreciated how hard it was to 
frame a clearcut negotiating str- 
ategy when soviet intentions ■— 
after a year's freeze on the arms 
control front — remain unp- 
redictable. 

American diplomats believe 
European readiness to go along 
with the initial U.S. bargaining 
position on trust stems from a final 
acceptance that President Reagan 
means serious business on arms 
control during his second term in 
office. 

“Even the most dubious Eur- 
opeans have abandoned their 
image of Reagan as a cowboy.'’ a 
senior NATO official said. 

Another reason cited for Eur- 
opean calm is that governments no 
longer feel under pressure from 
anti-nuclear protesters. 

The other 15 foreign ministers 
at the -Brussels conference agreed 
Friday that Mr. Shultz would go to 
Geneva with their blessing and tty 
to get the best deal possible out of 
Mr. Gromyko. 

In turn, Mr. Shultz promised 
them the Reagan administration 
would keep them informed at 
every stage, officials said. 

Tn early 1981. as Mr. Reagan 
settled into his first term, the Eur- 
opeans were impatient to get talks 
started on European-based 
medium-range nuclear missiles. 
After two years of abortive neg- 
otiations and a Soviet walkout, 
they are more phlegmatic 

“Nobody is breathing down 
American necks,” ^ British off- 
icial said. “Nobody is running 
down the course.” 

Even the West Germans, at the 
head of a nervous European pack 
four years ago, seem content after 
a hurried trip to Washington by 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. In Bru- 
ssels. they pressed mainly for the 
fullest consultations once talks get 
started. 

Italians. French, Dutch and 
others offered Mr. Shultt friendly 
advice but made no demands and 
no mention of a timetable! “We 
were counselled to show patience 
to go without illusions, uid not iq 
expect things to go too fast,'-' Mr, 
Shultz said. 

The whole basis of managing 
East- West relations requires an 


effort which must be patient, sus- 
tained and ceaseless.” British 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe declared. 

Everybody agreed with the ass- 
essment of NATO Secretary Gen- 
eral Lord Carrington that 
going to take a long time.” . 

The, most overworked words of 
the two-day session were "long 
haul" as applied to the uncharted 
perils of Geneva, where talks on 
both medium-range and strategic 
weapons broke down last winter 
after new U.S. missiles were dep- 
loyed in Western Europe. 

Other NATO ministers seemed 
to accept as normal that the U.S. 
administration still had no firm 
position for Geneva, and U.S. 
arms experts told them the inter- 
agency debate in Washington 
would probably continue up to the 
January deadline. 

This is because there has been 
almost no contact between the 
superpowers on arms control iss- 
ues for many months. 

The Geneva session is expected 
to focus on a broad field — what 
Mr. Reagan has called an “umb- 
rella" approach — embracing 
space weapons, Moscow’s chief 
concern, as well as mid-range, 
inter-continental and anti- 
satellite missiles. 

Most specialists believe the 
meeting wifi be inconclusive or 
will set only broad guidelines, lea- 
ving it for other officials to meet 
soon afterwards to decide how to 
proceed, with a second Shnltz- 
Gromyko session to follow later. 

U.S. officials encouraged 
NATO leaders to assume that on 
the American side the second- 
echelon effort would be led by 
Paul Nitze. until last year chief 
U.S. envoy in the medium-range 
talks. Washington assumes Mr. 
Gromyko will name a comparable f . 
figure. “ 

Mr. Nitze’ s appointment as Mr. 
Shultz’s special adviser for the 
talks was warmly welcomed in . 
Europe, where the veteran arms 
negotiator is highly regarded. The 
Europeans are also glad that Mr. 
Shultz seems to be retaining con- . 
trol in planning tactics. - 

U.S. officials said the outcome ■ 
at Geneva would depend on Sov- 
iet long-term conceptions. “Con- ■ 
cepts may be more important than 
the nitty-gritty,” one official said. • 

The meeting would be wrecked ; 
if Mr. Gromyko sought to focus 
only on space weapons, where the 
United States has a head start, 
rather than on already based 
medium-range missiles which - Mr. 
Shultz assured NATO "will be 
very much part of the dis- . 
cuss ions.” 

Mr. Shultz and other ministers 
accepted the meeting would be 
mainly Stalks about talks?’; but 
officials differed about bow much 
hard business would be con- 
ducted. 

Alliance analysts said there was 
a broad consensus against an arms 
agreement “at any price.” A ' 
NATO communique .set' Geneva ; 
sights on “equitable; "verifiable : 
and balanced agreements in which 
all concerned can have- -'ion- : 
fldence” . " * ‘ 
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American millionaire makes Boycott by 3 Western nations threatens 
hit as Mahler conductor prevalence of Law of the Sea Convention 


By Helen Womack 

Reuter 

LONDON — li mav have been a 
case ot a rich man indulging a fan- 
tasy when Gilbert Kaplan hired an 
orchestra in conduct Gustav Mah- 
ler s second symphony, but two 
years later serious critical debate 
surrounds his interpretation ol 
one of the world's most difficult 
works. 

Kaplan. American multi- 
millionaire founder and editor- 
tn-chicl oi the influential Wall 
Street Institutional Investor mag- 
azine. can hardly read music and 
conducts the only work in his rep- 
ertoire from memory. 

Yet some critics hate said he 
conducts the Austrian composer's 
Symphony No. 2 in C minor — 
Tlie Resurrection — with a sen- 
sitivity heyond that ol many pro- 
fessional conductors. 

And the executive who staked 
his business reputation and spent 
S 1 00.000 of his ow n money to hire 
the 100-strong American Sym- 
phony Orchestra (ASO ) in I ^S2 is 
now being inv ited by orchestras to 
conduct them in the choral work. 

Kaplan. 43. came to London 
recently to conduct the London 
Symphony Orchestra f LSO) in the 
Royal Festival Hall. 

He told Reuters the secret ot his 
success was to pay attention to all 
the details ol Mahler's rich and 
complicated score, composed in 
1X94. which many busy con- 
ductors did not have time to do. 

A capacity audience in the 
2 .5 0U- seat hall gave Kaplan a 
five-minute standing ovation after 
the VU-minute performance with 
120-stmng orchestra and 200- 
voicc choir on Sunday night. 

.However, the British press was 
less enthusiastic than American 
reviewers had been about his ear- 
lier concert. 

The Guardian described the 
iKcasion as "hype" worthwhile 
only hecausc it raised money for 
I'.S -British musical exchanges. 


The Financial Times said the per- 
formance was dry and lifeless. 

Kaplan, of mixed Russian and 
Austrian extraction, said music 
freshened his mind and enhanced 
his ability to make business dec- 
isions but he had no plans to bec- 
ome a professional conductor or 
even conduct anything else bv 
Mahler. 

He said he conducted not tor 
the thrill of directing an orchestra 
as such, but because of a special 
feeling he had for The Res- 
urrection symphony. This passion 
developed after he first heard the 
ASO conducted by Leopold Sto- 
kowski perform it in 1965. 

"It was like in a romantic novel 
where boy meets girl except that in 
this case boy met music." he said. 

From that moment he dreamed 
of conducting it. A year of int- 
ensive conducting lessons pre- 
ceded his debut with the ASO in 
New York's Avery Fisher hall 
before an invited audience of 
2.700 including central bank gov- 
ernors from a dozen countries, 
gov ernment leaders and heads of, 
multinational industries. 

During that training year, he 
trav ellecl the world to hear various 
performances ol ihc symphony. 
Hungarian- born maestro Sir 
Georg Solti taught him how to 
wave the baton. 

Before the course he had had 
only "an American kid's tra- 
ditional three years ot piano les- 
sons". 

He committed The Res- 
urrection symphony to memory, 
bar by bar. and although he can 
now read this score, he still con- 
ducts the work from memory as a 
matter of pride. Only five or six 
conductors in the world are able to 
do this. 

At the start of the venture, some 
of his friends tried to dissuade him 
from, as they saw it. making a fool 
of himself. 

"They thought "Gilbert Kaplan 
is going through his mid-life cri- 
sis". he said. 

But. spurred on by his Swedish 


wife Lena, he reached the stage 
where he was ready to rehearse 
with the musicians of the ASO. 
They also encouraged him. saying 
he had something to express alt- 
hough at that time he lacked the 
technical tools. 

Critic Leighton Kerner of the 
village Voice newspaper called the 
New- York performance "one of 
the live or six most profoundly 
realised Mahler seconds I have 
heard in a quarter of a century". 

Kaplan said he saw the sym- 
phony as dealing with the fun- 
damental question of man's pur- 
pose on earth and answering a 
question which Mahler himself 
asked: is life, with its two aspects 
of joy and agony. "Nothing but a 
huge, frightful joke?" 

Kaplan was able to buy the ori- 
ginal manuscript from the Hague 
City Museum. "A person s han- 
dwriting tells you a lot about him. 
You see what he intended from 
the small notes and large notes 
with exclamations." he said. 

He has also brought his kno- 
wledge of Mahler's life to bear on 
his interpretation. 

He is careful to emphasise the 
distant sound of a brass band alw- 
ays heard at moments of high 
emotion in the symphony, rec- 
alling a village Oompah band 
which Mahler saw in the street 
once when he rushed in distress 
from his unhappy family home. 

"The band shows the absurdity 
as well as the joy and agony of 
life." said Kaplan who is plannine 
to publish a facsimile of the man- 
uscript lor students of Mahler. 

He is helping financially in the 
rebuilding of a lakeside summer 
house at Stcinbach Am Anerscc 
in Austria, where Mahler wrote 
the symphony. The Mahler Soc- 
iety of Vienna plans to open the 
house as a museum on May 4 next 
year. 

After the composer's death in 
1911 it fell into disrepair and has 
latterly been used as a public lav- 
atory. 


Mexico dreads ‘killer bees’ 


By Sandra Maler 

Reuter 

MEXICO CITY — Mexico, the 
world's biggest honey exporter, is 
preparing defences against the' 
Alrican "killer bee", which could 
wipe out a key loreign exchange 
earner lor live years. 

The menace, which set back 
Brazil's honey industry 20 years, 
has already swarmed through 
Colombia. Nicaragua and Gua- 
temala. ft is expected in Mexico 
next summer and could reach the 
United Slates by loss, expert*, 
say. 

The gov eminent hopes to neu- 
tralise I lie ihreat to the honey ind- 
ustry by crossbreeding with a lat. 
Iricndiv strain >>l Italian hcc. It 
plans to kill the African queen 
bees and replace them with Italian 
ones, creating a more manageable 
hybrid. 

Mexico's plan may not prevent 
the raiilers reaching the United 
States in the next three years." No 
method exists to Mop them. AH we 
can do is delay their advance." 
.lose Antonio Zozava. head ol the 
Agricultural Ministry's honey sec- 
tion. told Reuters. 

Mexico has asked the Inter- 
American Development Bank 
(IDB) lora 75-inillion-dnIlur loan 
to help finance it six- \ cur plan m 


defend us honey export industry, 
which cams S50 million a year. 
There has been no reply so far 
from the bank but Mexico has 
’gone ahead anyway! 

The invasion ol Latin America 
by the Alrican bee. smaller but 
more ferocious than Mexico's 
more domesticated insect ol Ita- 
lian origin, began in 1957 when it 
escaped I mm a research station 
near the Brazilian city of Sao 
Paolo. 

A fast breeder, it quickly ove- 
rcame the more placid European 
strain and alter its exploits els- 
ewhere now threatens to descend 
on Mexico's southern states ol 
Yucatan. Campeche and Chiapas, 
home of most of the country’ s 2.6 
million beehives. 

The Agricultural Ministry, fea- 
ring the industry will collapse 
under the onslaught, has set up a 
special anti- Alrican bee office to 
give technical help to keepers, inl- 
orm the public, and handle cro- 
ssbreeding. 

it believes that while total pro- 
tection is nearly impossible, its 
plan could at least enable Mex- 
ico's honey industry to recover 
within live years. 

The public information cam- 
paign aims to avoiil a repetition ol 
incidents in which the bees, w hich 
readily attack if provoked, killed 


people and cattle in Colombia and 
Nicaragua. 

Mr. Zozava believes that once 
the African bees arrive they will 
Slave BiilTfif said that "among the' 
Latin American countries" we are 
the first to try what you could call a 
programme" to combat the men- 
ace. 

He thought it should succeed 
but warned. "No matter what we 
do. production will fall. But if we' 
don' t do anyt h i ng production 
could fall by as much as NO per 
cent." 

Mexico's economic crisis has 
caused a 35 per cent drop in pro- 
duction this year and with the 
coming of the African bees, exp- 
orts are expected to fall by 50 per 
cent. 

Mexico is the world's lourth lar- 
gest producer of honey and the 
biggest exporter. It exports about 
60.000 tonnes of honey a year. 75 
per cent of its production, mainly 
to West Germany, the L'nited Sla- 
tes and Britain. 

A collapse of Mexico's honey 
production would seriously affect 
its balance ol trade and create 
grave social problems. Mr. Zozava 
said. 

-Apiarists arc very poor pea- 
sants. They keep bees because in 
the Yucatan Peninsula there is no 
agriculture." he said. 


By John Rogers 

• Reuter 

LONDON — Boycotts by three 
industrial powers ibreaien lo 
delay the United Nations Law ol 
the Sea Convention and keep its 
controversial centrepiece, a new 
seabed mining regime, short of 
funds. Western diplomats and 
lawyers say. 

The United States. Britain and 
West Germany have decided not 
to sign the convention, a blueprint 
lor maritime relations finalised in 
19N2 after 1 0 years of wrangling. 

They object to its rules lor int- 
ernational regulation ot a 21st 
century mining bonanza — the 
potential exploitation of rich min- 
eral depositson the ocean floor — 
and this has put them at odds with 
the overwhelming bulk ol world 
opinion. 

A total of 159 countries and 
organisations signed the con- 
vention before the Dec. 9 deadline 
and most see it as a cornerstone 
for evaporation between rich and 
poor nations. 

Experts say the boycott by con- 
servative governments in Was- 
hington. London and Bonn could 
delay implementation of the con- 
vention, weaken its mining regime 
and spark conflicts in the law cou- 
rts and on the high seas over sea- 
bed mineral rights. 

One problem is that only 1 4 sta- 
tes have ratified the document and 


60 must do so before it goes into 
force. 

The boycott by Washington. 
London and Bonn will make some 
siaicsfifink twice before ratifying, 
savs Dr. Patricia Birnre. an int- 
ernational lawyer at the London 
School ol Economics. 

This is because 37 per cent of 
funding for the convention's ins- 
lifutions. levied on LLN. pro- 
portions. would have come from 
the three holdouts. Without them, 
others will have to pay more or 
accept smaller, less powerful ins- 
titutions. 

Bodies to be set up under the 
convention include the int- 
ernational seabed authority, a 
powerful regulating arm. and 
"The Enterprise", a mining com- 
pany which would work alongside 
commercial firms in scooping 
nodules ol nickel, cobalt, copper 
and manganese from the bottom 
of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

Dr. Bimie says that without the 
three big mining nations, the aut- 
hority — which the Reagan adm- 
inistration has criticised as a prime 
example of top-heavy int- 
ernational bureaucracy — "will 
have to be very modest". 

She says shortage of money to 
implement the convention will 
slow up ratification but may not 
kill the convention. 

David Ward of the World Dev- 
elopment Movement. Britain's 
main aid lobby, says it is up to the 


Group of 77. the l'.N. ’s "Third 
World" negotiating caucus, to 
drum up enough ratifications. 

"The long-term danger is that 
ratification will run into the sand if 
it is clear that major industrial 
countries are going to sabotage 
it." Mr. Ward says. 

Absence of funding from the 
three Western powers will also 
force scaling down of the mining 
enterprise and will deprive it of 
major sources of technology and 
expertise. 

Experts say a big drawback for 
the trip will be loss of"tlrst c-omc. 
first served" privileges granted by 
the convention to major countries 
and their mining companies. 

Because the three governments 
did not sign by the deadline. LLS.. 
British and West German firms 
have lost guarantees, reserved for 
"pioneer investors", of licences 
lor prime seabed mining sites. 

France. Japan, the Soviet Union 
and India qualify for the privileges 
and have signed the convention. 
Their companies will have a head 
start if seabed mining begins, 
industry sources say. 

Expens say the potential for 
international conflict over mineral 
rights stems Irom a U.S. bid to set 
up a separate licensing regime for 
mining. 

They say Washington is cam- 
paigning for a "mini- treaty" ack- 
nowledging that seabed minerals 
arc "the common heritage of 


mankind** b«i containing far loo- 
ser regulatory controls that the 
convention. 

So far. the United States and 
seven other Western countries, 
including several signatories of the 
convention, have agreed only on a 
scheme to avoid disputes over 
mining sites. 

The long-term risk is of physical 
conflict, or at least costly litigation 
in the International Court, bet- 
ween rival claimants to the same 
patch ot ocean floor. * r ' 

A U.S. company could claim a 
site reserved under the convention 
for another firm, and Dr. Birnie 
says the Americans would face “a 
fairly hostile environment" in pre- 
ssing their case. 

One conflict scenario, she adds, 
is "if the Russians choose to make 
it awkward and mine alongside the 
Americans." 

Mr. Ward, a strong supporter of 
the convention, says companies 
are unlikely to stake big money on 
seabed mining without secure 
legal title to mine sites. 

"Outside of the convention.' 
such legal title is highly dubious 
and susceptible to the threat of 
international litigation prompted 
by the Group of 77." he adds. 

Mining firms say. however, that 
such concerns are remote. A more 
powerful argument against mining 
is that depressed market prices do 
not justify the big investment req- 


uired to start up risky, innovative 
operations. 

"We would be surprised if there 
are commercial operations for 
another 1 5 to 20 years," says Tony 
Gorton of British Petroleum’s 
minerals subsidiary. 

By deciding not to sign the tre- 
aty. West Germany and Britain 

antagonised the "Third World" as 

well as some Western allies, and 
came in for renewed charges that 
they blindly follow Washington. 

Mosi other states which did not 
sign had legal problems. The con- 
stitutions of Ecuador and Peru, for 
instance, claim 200-mile ter- 
ritorial waters in conflict with the 
convention. 

The United States. Britain and 
West Germany could still join the 
convention by signing and rat- 
ifying simultaneously — unlikely 
under the present gov emmenis. 

Diplomats and mining industry 
sources say renegotiation of the 
mining regime in the convention’s 
preparatory commission will not 
be possible. 

They say London and Bonn will 
have slight influence through the 
European Community, which sig- 
ned the convention with their 
go-ahead. But the community will 
only have a voice in its regular 
areas of competence — including 
fishing and protection of the mar- 
ine environment, but excluding 
mininc. 


Cape Verde suffers drought on the rocks 


In ports o f drought-stricken Cope Verde there ore 24-year-olds who 
hove never seen a heavy rain. But this nation of small islands lias made 
survival a community effort. 


By Rene Odou 

PRAIA. Cape Verde — At first 
encounter, the islands that form 
the nation of Cape Verde offer 
one of the most distressing sights 
in all of Africa. What look like dry 
stones rise from the green ocean, 
belying the name which translates 
as "Green Cape". 

For 10 years there has not been 
one single true rainy season. In 
some regions, people born in 1960 
have never seen a heavv rain. The 


uired tend needs. In f9N2. the ent- 
ire nation produced only 10 ton- 
nes of maize. Average annual con- 
sumption of maize is 50.000 ton- 
nes. 

There is little fishing, so Cape 
Verde is short of protein. Fruit 
(except mangoes and papayas), 
fresh vegetables and dairy pro- 
duce are not part of the daily diet. 

It is not surprising that many 
Cape Verdians emigrate, all over 
the world. There arc about 
700.000 abroad, w hich is almost 


main streams have disappeared as * 'double the present population on 
the springs have dried up. Wells the islands. But labour lost l»> agr- 
are going dry or turning salty as 
groundwater’ is depleted and sea 

water lakes its place. Droughtsare - — ■ ■ ■ — 

worst one in recent years was bet- ~ ~ — • — ~= 

ween 1940-50 in which 45.000 

people died. - ' 

When the rains come, they fall 

torrent ially. carrying topsoil into _ - ■ — — - 

the sea and further impoverishing — ■ — 

the land. Trees have died of dro- C 7 — 

ughi and been cut by a growing ■ . . "JTZZ 5 

population in search of firewood — • — - 

and limber. Herds of goats keep — - 

new seedlings Irom growing. - - 

Only 27 per cent of the rural portn X/orHo 

population have easily available . v/QJJv V Cl U C 
drinking water all the year round. ... 

In I9N0. less than Ifi per cent of ■ 

the population had piped water. — = 

4U per cent had access to public =: 

standpipes and 50 per cent no sat- 

isfactory access to water. — ■ j 

Over 90 per cent of the isl- — - =? — 

anders live oil the land, and agr- "O - 

ieulturc provides over 90 ot the — _ 

Gross National Product. Blit as ■ ■ . - ■ = 

crops have withered in the sun. 

unemployed peasants have mov ed == 1 1 ==SEESS5 ■ 5 

to towns. Today, agriculture pro- — ■ - - ■ 

vides only l V- 30 per cent of req- — == 


iculiure does produce an - imp- 
ortant foreign exchange earner in 
the form of money sent home. So 
the archipelago boasts a strong 
currency — the Cape Verdian 
escudo is stronger than the Por- 
tuguese escudo — as well as a sur- 
plus balance ol payments, in spite 
of its lack of exports. 

Despite the bleak prospects ol 
getting a living from the soil, the 
nation is not sitting back living off 
foreign aid. As the French eco- 
nomist Rene Dumont said: "In 
the other countries of the Sahel, 
they talk about drought: in Cape 
Verde they work to combat it. 
without needing to talk about it". 
The government's calf for general 
mobilisation was made under the 


slogan: “ In Cape Verde, the only 
creative force is Man". 

The people arc constantly rem- 
inded that their survival depends 
on their commitment to all the 
reforms— agrarian, industrial and 
administrative. The archipelago 
has become a vast building site 
with innumerable "work sta- 
tions". Roads are constructed by 
hand, without tar. with stones 
found on the spot and broken by 
hand. Schools and clinics arc being 
built. 

The people — partly paid and 
partly through donating days of 
“free work" — arc toiling to con- 
serve soil and water' by' building 
dry stone dykes, terraces and irr- 


igation systems. Six million trees 
have been planted in nine years. 
The government's el forts to red- 
istribute land and encourage coi>- 
perame larms have caused some 
friction, but the wishes ol the small 
farmers seem to be (airly well res- 
pected by the government. 

Cape V erdians led they hate a 
strong practical reason ior avo- 
iding over-de pe ndc tree, oil aid. 
especially politically tied aid. 

Their Atlantic archipelago is cov- 
eted by the big powers as a site lor 
a military base, and they do not 
want to become a pawn in global 
power polities. 

— Earthscun feature. 
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☆ Living 1 rooms 
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☆Lighting fixtures 
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☆ Modern Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 
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. The youthful 
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eye to the future 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

ABOVE HOMeM 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take ‘ - away service ava- 
ilable 

'Open daily l 1 .30 «.3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA’ Tel. 4415 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aircondifioned 

The first & besi 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 30968 
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I Opposite Akilah Hospital. | 
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Deluxe apartments 

for rent 
AQABA 

i 

2 bedrooms, living area. 
Overlooking the gulf. 

i 

/ More details, please 
contact Mazen Qusous 
Amman 21807 
Aqaba 4339 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartoeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
Opan daily 
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6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
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England claims 2nd 
test against India 

NEW DELHI (R) — England pulled off an eight 
wickets victory over India with 8.2 overs to spare on 
a dramatic fifth and final day of the second cricket 
test here Monday. 


England, whose .success put 
them level 1-1 in the five-match 
series and ended a sequence of 13 
tests without a win, upset the odds 
through fine bowling by left arm 
spinner Phil Edmonds and off spi- 
nner Pat Pocock. 

The pair shared eight wickets as 
India, 111 behind on first innings, 
collapsed from 207 for four to 235 
all out in the second session. 

England needed 125 in 58 min- 
utes and 20 mandatory overs and 
swept borne .at 127 for two, swiftly 
avenging their eight-wicket defeat 
in the first test in Bombay. 

India. 128 for two overnight, 
seemed to have put the game on 
course for a draw at lunch when 
they were 204 for four — 93 
ahead. 

But Edmonds, who captured 
four for 60, and Pocock, with four 
for 93, st unn ingly tilted the bal- 
ance by skittling the rest of the 


innings, the last six wickets tum- 
bling for 28. 

England’s hopes rose and then 
-fell in the morning session when 
captain Sunil Gavaskar and Moh- 
inder Amamath resumed the third 
wicket stand which produced 113 
Sunday to lift India from 13 for 
two. 

Edmonds struck the first blow 
when hq, bowled Amamath for 64 
- with dnly eight added, while Poc- 
ock bowled Gavaskar for 65 to 
leave India in trouble at 172 for 
four. 

But Sandeep Patil and Ravi 
. Shastri saw their side safely to 
lunch and gave no inkling of the 
collapse to follow. 

The last six wickets fell in 90 
minutes, with Edmonds earning 
his wickets with unerring accuracy 
and Pocock enticing the batsmen 
into mistakes. 


ISTANBUL! 

RESTAURANT 

On the occasion of 
Christmas and 
New Year, 


IMMOuJI ftomurantwicom— you and kw- 
Um you to tarts Na daMdoua aaata m and 
mniamtood»*naqulHamHyahuo«pnf- 


Oafleloua foods, daUeadoa and appaUsar*. 
oxcadanl aarvfca. 


Matty Chrtatmaa and Happy Now Yaar 







Olympics venue 
to remain, 

IOC director says 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (R) — 
There is no question of changing 
the venue of the 1988 Olympics 
from the South Korean capital of 
Seoul, International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) Director Mon- 
ique Berlioux said Monday. 

She was responding to que- 
stions after reports that North 
Korea had urgently requested the 
'IOC to cancel the choice of Seoul- 
because it said South Korea was a 
unstable area under constant thr- 
eat of war because of the presence 
of armed forces and 40,000 U.S. 
troops. 

Official Pyongyang radio said 
Sunday that North Korea's Oly- 
mpic Committee chairman had 
demanded the change in a letter to 
IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. Berlioux said that as 
yet no such letter had arrived at 
IOC headquarters. 

“We have repeatedly said that 
the 1988 Olympics will take place 
in Seoul. There is no question of 
changing the site,” Berlioux told 
Reuters Monday. 

Pyongyang radio said it opp- 
osed holding the games in the 
South and also did not want them 
in the North. But it said North 
Korea would make every effort to 
join with South Korea in putting 
together a single Korean team for 
the 1988 games. 



Norway beats Egypt in 
friendly soccer match 


Pele of the Desert wins praise 


CAIRO (R) — Norway, fielding 
their top national side, beat Egypt 
1-0 in a friendly soccer match here 
Monday. 

Norwegian midfielder Vidar 
Davidson scored the only goal 
when be outjumped Egyptian def- 
enders to head home inside the 
right post past goalkeeper Ahmed 
Shoubir. 

Both sides played an uni-* 
magi native first-half, though 
Norway showed better control 
and fast one- touch football. 

Egypt’s mostly young, unc- 
apped players dominated the sec- 
ond half but failed to capitalise on 
excellent scoring chan ces. 

Heroics by goalkeeper Erik 
Thorstvedt and timely int- 
erceptions by Per Edmund Mordt 
and Terje Kojedal in defence also 
helped deny the Egyptians an 
equaliser. 

The home side looked like sco- 


ring in the 1 8th minute when win- 
ger Mohammed Ramadan, in his 
first international, intercepted a 
■pass from 30-year-old Age Har- 
eide to Thorstvedt 

Ramadan’s powerful right- 
footed drive was on target, but the 
ball ended up in the safe hands of 
Thorstvedt 

Alaa Nabii, whose fast dribbling 
and perfectly weighted crosses 
from the right were a constant 
menace to the visitors, took across 
swung over by teammate Taher 
Abu Zeid in the 65th minute. But 
once again, Thorstvedt denied the 
goal with a diving save at his feet 

Shoubir pulled off an identical 
save when ne dived' to deny striker 
Jan Berg five minutes later in a 
goalmouth melee. 

The two teams meet again on 
Thursday in the Suez Canal city of 
Ismailia. 


UEFA to discuss Celtic, 
Rapid match disturbances 


BERNE (R1 — The European 
Football Association (UEFA) is 
planning to meet on January 17 to 
discuss the disturbances during 
last week's replayed European 
Cup Winners’ Cup match between 
Scotland^ Celtic and Rapid Vie- 



CORFU 

GREEK T/IVERIUA 



away xrom your bnsy 
schedule and enjoy yourself In our 
warm, intimate restaurant 
THE NEWEST 
The No. (1) 

THE ONLY ONE 

ORIGINAL CORFU GREEK TAVERNA 
Assorted Greek, Cypriots an French food 
Weddings, parties. ... no need to stop elsewhere 
we’ve got it all! 

Just call 41585 Located oear Second Circle 



nna of Austria, a spokesman for 
the authority said Monday. 

UEFA ordered the second 
round second leg tie', which Celtic 
originally won 3-0 on November 7 
to reach the quarter-finals 4-3 on 
aggregate, to be replayed 1 60 kms 
from Glasgow after Rapid claimed 
a bottle thrown from the crowd 
had hit one of their players. 


SINGAPORE ' (R) — Newly- 
crowned Asian soccer champions 
Saudi Arabia Monday left for 
home after winning praise all 
‘round for their 2-0 victory over 
C hina in the Asian Cup final Sun- 
day. 

The players returned $9,000 a 
man better off for winning the 
championship. 

The local press, which had pre- 
dicted a win for China, named cap- 
tain Majed Mohammed, scorer of 
the decisive second goal, as the 
’Man of the Match.’ 

• The English-language Straits 
Times carried a front page picture 
of 25-year-old Majed hoisting the 
cup. 

Majed, the ‘Pele of the Desert,’ 
was carried of on a stretcher when 
he tore a h ams tring muscle min- 


utes after beating three defenders 
and outwitting the Chinese goa- 
lkeeper to score one of the most 
spectacular goals in the 14-day 
tournament. 

“There was so much class- in 
Majetfs goal that when he was str- 
etchered off..., China still could 
not recover from their broken spi- 
rits,” the Straits Times said. 

“China were never a match for 
the tactically superior Saudi Ara- 
bia. They ran out of ideas after the 
Saudis got their second goal.” said 1 
the Singapore Monitor. 

China, who had the benefit of a 
partisan 30,000 crowd, also cre- 
dited the Saudi Arabians for their 
performance. “They were a better 
tejun. There is no doubt about 
that,” coach Zheng Xue Lin told 
reporters. 


’ China, however, did not go 
home empty 1 handed. In Sunday 
night’s award ceremony, they won 
the ‘most sporting team* title and 
Jia Xiuquan was voted the ‘best 
player* and shared the ‘top scored 
title with two others for scoring 
three goals. 

But his efforts in Sunday night’s 
final were thwarted by Saudi Ara- 
bian goalkeeper Abdullah A] 
Diayye, who earned the ‘best goa- ■ 
lkeeperi award. A1 Diayye 1 s bri- 
lliant efforts helped his team 
sweep past holders Kuwait aad 
triple cup winners Iran on their 
road to the final. 

The Iran team failed to turn up 
"for the award ceremony after 
complaining that they should have 
won the ‘fair pla/ trophy instead 
of China. 


W. Germany maintains unbeaten record 


VALLETTA (R) — West Ger- 
many scraped through 3-2 against 
Malta's brave part-timers Sunday 
to maintain their unbeaten record 
in the World Cup European qua- 
lifying Group Two. 

The mighty Germans went 
home with the points to put them 
in second place in the group, beh- 
ind Sweden on goal average, but 
the Mediterranean islanders made 
them fight all the way with a lion- 
hearted display. 

The Maltese shocked the vis- 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment, in the form of villa, con- 
sists two floors. The first floor consists of three bed- 
rooms, two bathrooms, while the second consists of 
three bedrooms, dining room, guest room, kitchen, 
bathroom, telephone and separate central heating. 

Location: Sports City, tel: 669242 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, kitchen, sitting room, salon, garage 
and central heating. Separate entrance and with private telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, behind Wahbitamare Kindergarten. 

Please call tel: 668421 


from Michael Woods, turned and- 
shot past a surprised Tom Sch- 
umacher m the German goal. 

The goal galvanised the Ger- 
mans, who launched wave after 
wave of attack and came close on 
several occasions only to be den- 
ied by home keeper Ray Mifcud. 

But it was a mistake by Mifsud 
that allowed the visitors to equ- 
alise three minutes before the int- 
erval. Brehme crossed from the 
right. Foe rs ter shot and Mifsud 
failed to hold the ball and watched 


goal tally against the part-timers. 

After 84 minutes. Kari- Heinz 
Rummenigge. described by Bec- 
kenbauer last week as the ‘best 
player m the world at the mom- 
ent', eluded Azzopardi and cro- 
ssed for Uwe Rahn to score West 
Germany's third. 

But, roared on by 30,000 fans, 
the first time the four-year-old Ta’ 
Qali stadium had been filled to 
capacity, the Maltese fought back 
and sent the stadium into an exp- 
losion of delight when Ray Xue- 
a 

the edge < 
lai 


gfig 




FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment in Shmeisani, behind the 
Arab Bank. Consists of two bedrooms, a joint living 
and dining room. Fully carpeted, centrally heated with 
telephone and colour T.V. 

If Interested contact tel. no. 666987 from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


-TODAY... 


t * * - ..v. „ . .. 

OPERACINEMA 


Abdali tel: 675573 


IDOL MAKER 


which has been more successful than ’Staying Alive’ 
and more popular than ’Flash Dance 1 


He's got the look... 
He's got the talent. . . 
He’s got the Idolmaker... 
He’s got itall! 





TODAY. 
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FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms, 
salon, glassed-veranda, modern utilities, central hea- 
ting, telephone, complete electrical equipment, mod- 
ern furniture. 

Location: Jabat Amman (between 4th and 5th Circles) 

Monthly rent: JD 230 
Call telephone 21540, 674821 


t// 

X// 



IDOL MAKER 


is of a greater international production standard than 
any other film in 1984 


The movie picture Is of International stereo standard 
and tha hall Is centrally heated. 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 



On the occasion of Christmas 


\ and under the patronage of 
l Christmas Father 

| OPERA CINEMA 

Presents the ever-popular 
'children’s film 

gu$Leb@k 

In Color 

During the film show than will bo a distribution o 
gifts to chiklrvn by Santa Claus. 


MthundoMlN stow than wV Os i Mary of 0» 
•atrsaca (Marts with prim of waluaMa peasant*. Tha 
4 nm wBI bs hsM an Sunday 23.ia.B4. 



FOR RENT 

A. Furnished apartments consisting of one bedroom, 
two bedrooms, or three bedrooms. 

B. Unfurnished two bedroom -and three bedroom apa- 
rtments, central heating and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 41443 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

A fully deluxe-furnished apartment consisting of 2 
bedrooms, sitting, dining room, salon and two glassed 
verandas, separate central heating and telephone. 

Location: Abdoun, 5th Circle 

Please contact tel: 813778 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

A modern ly furnished one-bedroom flat with cen- 
tral heating and telephone. 

Location: Jabal Luweibdeh 

Please contact tel: 36697 


TIME 


Tkteti am avafMbl* »t Opora and Concord Cbwmaa. 




BRITAIN: A Nation Divided 

Britain s clash of ideas (report on the miners’ str- 
ite) 

D fA™ UNDER THE SUN (Rebellion in New Cal- 
edonia) 

THE SPLIT AMONG THE GREENS (Turbulence in 
German politics) 

ROOTING OUT THE MAFIA (Police raid nets 97 
suspects) 


Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

PURPLE HEARTS 


Tal: 677420 

Performances 3.-30, 6:/S, 
8:30. 10:30 


Cinema 

A.-H0SSE1N 

Tel: 22117 

WHO OF US IS THE 
THIEF 

- (Colour) 

„ (Arabic) 

Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-6 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 251 55 

AGAINST ALL ODDS 

* ‘ (Colour)'' 

3:30 6.-00 8:30 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema 

ZfiHRRN 

Tel: 23171 

WHITE COLOUR 

(in colour) 

Performances: 12-3 » 5:30*6 


Cinema. 


Cinema 


OPERfi I PALESTINE 


IDOL MAKER 


. (Colour) 


Abdali. behind -ALIA offices 


Tel' 221 17 

KING OF THE RING 

(in colour) 

ITS ALL FOR YOU, MY 
SON 

Performances: 12-3-7 


Cinema 

RflOHflOflN 

Tel: 22198 

MOONRAKER 

(Cotour) 

Performance*: 12-3-5:30-8 


*Goe- Theatre* ***. 

X Philadelphia: 


: matt : 

* QILIjON * 


* Liar's M<x)n * 


* '*■ 

Shows « 3JO /6 / 8.30/10.15 * 

TEL. 34144-34149 * 

* ******** *.** 
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U.S. carmakers’ profits may rise 


DETROIT (R) — U.S. car- 
makers, riding high after a year of 
record profits, are likely to turn in 
another gleaming performance in 
1985 despite signs that the high- 
speed U.S. economy is slowing 
down, analysts say. 

Analysts are forecasting that 
1985 car sales will roughly match 
this year's level of about 10.5 mil- 
lion- Truck sale's are generally 
seen overtaking 1984’s estimated 
output of about 4.1 million. 

As a result the major American 
automakers are expected to be 
flush with bumper profits again, 
although the industry as a whole is 
unlikely to repeat 1 984's pro- 
jected earnings of about S10 bil- 
lion. 

Much of this reflects the fact 
that Chrysler — the third largest 
car and truck manufacturer in’the 
U.S. — will probably pay federal 
taxes next year after having exh- 
austed its tax credits for past losses 
and investments. It was not req- 
uired to pay federal taxes this 
year. 

Car analysts say the industry is 
likely to enjoy a healthy year in 
1985 even though Detroit is wor- 
ried that the recent rising trend in 
vehicle sales may be flattening 
out. • 

Underpinning the companies 
rosier financial performance arc 
the major steps they have taken to 
slash costs since the last recession. 

The industry suffered combined 
losses of S6.3 billion in 198Q and 
1981- 

Despite high output of cars over 
the past two years, hourly emp- 
loyment in the U.S. auto industry 
has slumped well below its 1978 
peak. 



At a large Detroit automobile plant, robot welders play an important role in production of Chrysler 
cars. 


Analysis foresee new work 
force reductions a> the companies 
work to boost productivity thr- 
ough large imcstmenis in aut- 
omation and nther modem man- 
ufacturing techniques. 

The United Auto Workers 
union made major concessions 
estimated at more than S3 billion 
in 1982 and signed new contracts 
with General Motors and Ford 
this year. 

The new labour agreements 
ga\.e a higher priority to job sec- 
urity than increased wages and arc 


thus regarded as moderate when 
compared with settlements of the 
past two decades. 

Adding further gloss to the ind- 
ustry's fortunes, buyers who were 
stung by soaring oil prices into dri- 
v ing less thirsty cars have been shi- 
fting back to larger vehicles and to 
cars dressed up with an expensive 
array of optional extras. 

"Next year, even with a slightly 
smaller volume, the U.S. com- 
panies would not see their profit 
pictures destroyed," said Mr. 
Thomas o' Grady, auto analyst for 


Chase Econometrics, an economic 
forecasting firm. 

Imports, mostly irom Japan, are 
expected to account for about one 
in every four cars sold in the U.S. 
next year. 

Since Japanese imports are lim- 
ited to 1 .85 million units under a 
“voluntary restraint agreement" 
during the 12 months ending next 
March, a lifting or loosening of 
quotas expected early next year 
should allow the imports to cap- 
ture a larger share of the market, 
analvsts said. 


Arab bankers lack versatility, expertise 


LONDON — Arab banks, which 
stormed to the top of the Eur- 
omarket league by wielding their 
hefty petrodollar assets in the late 
1970s, now find that the res- 
tructuring of the market that fol- 
lowed the world debt cr isis has left 
them several paces behind their 
competitors. 

The drift away from traditional 
syndicated lending to new fin- 
ancial instruments in the Eur- 
omarkets underscores the cri- 
ticism other banks have of the 
. Arab lenders — their lack of ver- 
satility and market expertise. 

Trouble in the Gulf has also for- 
ced the major Arab banks to scale 
down their activities. 

The war between Iran and Iraq, 
the collapse of the Souk A1 Man- 
akh stock exchange — notMric-- 
knamed the "mausoleum” ’-^■arfd 
the fall of the Galadary and Al 
Shobokshi financial empires in the 
Gulf, and the slump in financing 
for regional development projects 
have all curtailed the banks' agg- 
ressiveness in the Euromarkets. 
So. too. has the widening spread 
between the dollar and the Kuw- 
. aiti dinar caused by these crises. 

As a result, the Kuwaiti dinar no 
longer is one of the more sought- 
after currencies of the int- 
ernational bond market. 

The challenge facing the Arab 
banks cannot be shrugged off by 
their huge asset base. One 
London-based Arab banker said 
that “nowadays capital isn’t as 
important on the market as pla- 
cement power and diversity.” 


The amount of syndicated len- 
ding in the Euromarkets has 
shrunk from S 1 33 billion in 1 9S1 
to $74 billion last year, and these 
tight market conditions have ruled 
out many of the smaller Arab 
banks. 

The big ones, like Arab Ban- 
king Corp. (ABC) — owned by 
Kuwait. Abu Dhabi and Libya — 
have branched into new markets 
in Eastern Europe, where for pol- 
itical reasons Arab banks had alw- 
ays feared to tread. 

This year, ABC lead managed 
three credits to Hungary, worth a 
total of S570 million. It is also put- 
ting together a group of lead man- 
agers for a floating-rate certificate 
of deposit for the Moscow Nar- 
odny Bank. The amount is still 
undisclosed.- 

ABC also managed to convince 
the Bank of China, despite Pek- 
ing’s hostilities with Moscow, to 
come in as a lead manager. 

ABC. however, has been sli- 
ghtly less adventurous than its 
rival. Gulf International Bank 
(GIB), in jumping on the Eur- 
onote bandwagon. The exc- 
itement about Euronotes seems to 
stem from bankers’ aversion to 
long-term sovereign loans after so 
many Latin American countries 
refused to make interest pay- 
ments. 

These Euronotes allow rhe ■ 
banks to act as underwriters who 
sell off the notes that the client 
issues with the banks on the gua- 
rantee shori-term money market. 
The banks do not receive interest. 


as with a straight loan, but profit 
instead by taking fees and selling 
their client's notes. 

ABC. which has S4.24 billion of 
its SI 0.1 -billion assets out in 
loans, claims that the Euronote 
business is too "marginal." Profits 
are not as high as collecting int- 
erest on a syndicated loan, but 
then the risk is smaller. 

GIB. however, ranks in the top 
22 of Euromoney's tally of banks 
dabbling in Revolving Und- 
erwriting Facilities (RUF). GIB. 
AJ Ahli Bank of Kuwait and the 
National Bank of Kuwait also 
made the list with at least four 
underwriting deals to their credit 
in recent months. 

Despite its criticism over the 
paper-thin margins of the Eur- 
onote. ABCcould not stay out p.f a 
recent S500-million RUF 'Tor 
Spain. The facility was not a suc- 
cess. as ABC and other lead man- 
agers were disappointed by the 
market's lukewarm response. 

Renfe. the Spanish state railway 
company, which issued the RUF. 
had hoped to raise as much as 
$.800 million. 

ABC was not alone among 
Arab banks in venturing into Eas- 
tern Europe. Kuwait, traditionally 
an American ally, has been trying 
to take a more neutral stance by 
courting the Kremlin too. 

Among themselves. Arab ban- 
kers argue over how adroit their 
institutions will be at grappling 
with new-fangled financial ins- 
truments. Some say they have the 
necessary professional know-how. 


built up over a decade on the Eur- 
omarkets. 

But others reply that'the depth 
of talent is simply not there to div- 
ersity into more sophisticated 
products. 

The international operations of 
most Arab banks are still centered 
in the Middle East, and lending 
officers in London often complain 
that the lenghty chain of command 
impedes them from making the 
swift decisions needed to stay abr- 
east of the market. 

One outspoken Arab banker 
said: “It is not just a question of 
having the capital to play around; 
you should also know how the 
game is played. It takes many 
years of experience to gain that 
expertise. The market is changing 
rapidly, and it won’t wait for the 
Arab bankers to catch up.” . 

The Gulf states recently ann- 
ounced plans to set up a bankers’ 
training institute. “This ought to 
help,” one U.S. banker said. - 

The trend has been for Arab 
banks to manage their portfolios 
cautiously. They have cut down on 
sovereign lending outside the 
Middle East. ABC. for one. has 
widely managed to shed its Latin 
American loans Irom 35 per cent 
of its total assets in 1981 to 16.5 
per cent last year. Instead, most 
banks are opting for loans to top 
corporations, project finance in 
the Arab World. Europe and the 
Far East, and raising funds for cli- 
ents through bonds and floating- 
rate notes — International Herald 
Tribune. 


Israel faces grave monetary crisis 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israel’s foreign 
currency reserves will run out by the middle of next 
year unless the United States provides a massive 
increase in economic aid, finance ministry officials 
said Monday. 

They were speaking after a 
high-level economic team left for 
Washington to begin talks on Isr- 
ael’s 1986 aid allocation. 

Goverment economic sources 
said they intended to ask Was- 
hington for S4 billion in aid in 
1986, compared with the $2.5 bil- 
lion Israel is getting next year. 

The officials, who asked not be 
named, said that if Washington 
granted less than S3 J billion Isr- 
ael would face a grave monetary 


crisis by the middle of next year. 

Israel’s foreign currency res- 
erves now stand at S2.8 billion 
after the United States last month 
advanced payment of SI. 2 billion 
in 1985 aid. 

The reserves are falling by 
S3 00- $400 million a month. 

The decline has continued des- 
pite a sharp improvement in the 
balance of trade, which saved the 
country SHOO million this year. 

“The reserves fell sharply this 


year because of a big increase in 
short-term debt repayments 
which will continue next year,” 
said Bank of Israel economist Mr. 
Geoffrey Fisher. 

Fifteen per cent of Israel’s ext- 
ernal debt, which at S24 billion is 
the world's highest per capita, 
consists of short-term loans that 
must be repaid within a year. 

The Finance ministry officials 
said these debt repayments would 
cause a substantial drain on res- 
erves in the next few months and 
lead to renewed doubts about Isr- 
ael’s credit worthiness in the im-. 
emadonal financial community. 

If the United States refused to 
increase aid, it would become inc- 
reasingly difficult and eventually 


impossible to secure credit and the 
resen cs would mil out. they said. 

U.S. officials recently indicated 
reluctance jo increase aid. 

Last week, Secretary of State 
Mr. George Shultz was reported 
to have told Israeli Foreigu Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir he was dis- 
appointed by Israel’s tailure to 
adopt tough austerity measures. 

Since coming to power in Sep- 
tember the multi-pany coalition 
has imposed a partial wage- 
und-price freeze and banned the 
import of luxury goods. 

Economists have called for big 
government spending cuts to red- 
uce inflation, now about son per 
cent a vear. 


Gold price falls below $320 an ounce 


ZURICH (R) — Gold fell below 
S3 20 an ounce Monday, its lowest 
level in almost 2V- years, and tra- 
ders said it could fail even further 
because of an almost total lack of 
investor interest. 

After falling in New York on 
Friday and in the Far East Mon- 
day, gold opened in Zurich at 
S3 17 an ounce, almost $6 below 
last week's finish. 

It was the lowest quote for gold 
since July 8. 1982. 

Bullion dealers said the metal 
was clearly heading towards $300 
and some were even more pes- 
simistic. 


“There is absolutely no reason 
to be optimistic said one chief 
gold trader. “There are just no 
buyers around. The next res- 
istance point for gold is between 
$310 and $313 and then it is $290. 
After that it could go as low as 
$250,” he added. 

The dealers could cite no new 
reasons for gold's latest decline. 

The metal has been under pre- 
ssure from the surging dollar for 
most of 1984, but the U.S. cur- 
rency was mixed against other cur- 
rencies in Europe Monday mor- 
ning. 

“The market is jusi dull. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equities closed below best levels after a mod- 
erately active session and at 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 index was 
up S.S at 1.213.6 having touched a record 1,217.6. 

The higher trend was in response to year end institutional 
demand. Dealers said once this had been completed prices drifted 
lower with ICI finishing 20p up at 732 after 742. 

Hambro Life returned from suspension after agreed bid terms 
from BAT Industries for a net rise of 40p at 538. BAT ended 27p 
higher at 340. Other insurances finned in response to the BAT bid 
but closed off highs in line with the general trend. North Ame- 
ricans were mixed and gold shares declined. 

Government bonds opened firmer but drifted for want of int- 
erest to show falls ranging to about s/i« point, dealers said. The 
government broker issued to the Bank of England three tranches 
of existing stock valued at £500 million after which medium term 
issues eased slightly. 

Banks showed mixed movements with Barclays up 5p at 549 
and Midland down 2p at 367 while oils were lower with B.P. down 
5p at 480. British Telecom rose 1 Va to 102 Vs. 

The F.T. 30 index at 1500 GMT was up 4.7 points at 940.1 
having touched a new high of 943.9. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — 

Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold ag 

ainst the dollar at midday on 

' the London foreign exchange and t 

ullion markets Monday. 

One sterling 

1.1910/20 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

' 1.3201/04 

Canadian dollars 


3.0955/75 

West German marks 


3.4930/50 

Dutch guilders 


2.5505/25 

Swiss francs 


62.17/21 

Belgian francs 


9.4900/75 

French francs 


1905.5/6.5 

. Italian lire 


247.65/80 

Japanese yen 


8.8400/8500 

Swedish crowns 


8.9450/9550 

Norwegian crowns 


1 1 .0700/0800 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

316.10/316.60 

U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF 
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By Harris 



‘I've been playing with those weird Frisbees 
you got with your computer! 7 


Peanuts 





Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


» "i 



Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorm 
four ordinary words. 


miwm 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

sZrVL \ Gorgeous) ^ 

y t-r , yfci 


1 HANEY 
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WHAT A FASHION 

MOPEL might 
FIGURE onj. • 

Now arrange ihe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: f X 1^3 1 T % X jt JL J 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterdays 


Jumbles. CRUSH WAKEN BISHOP NOTIFY 
Answer He's the most Important man inthe ring 
because he's tne only one 
WHO COUNTS 



I've sot two)/ that'll . 
FIVES AMD A DO! good! 



Andy Capp 



No-one wants gold,” one trader 
said. 

Gold, once viewed as the best 
haven against economic unc- 
ertainty, rose above $S00 an 
ounce in 1980, but has since lost 
favour as Western inflation rates 
have fallen. 

The dollar rose to 3.0932 marks 
on European foreign exchange 
markets from 3.0865 at Friday's 
close, but slipped to 9.4875 
French francs from 9.5050 and to 
2.S515 Swiss francs from 2.5545. 
while sterling cased to SI. 1 925 
from $1.1955. 

Foreign exchange dealers rep- 


orted that business was very quiet 
with many traders already winding 
up operations ahead of Christmas. 

Istanbul begins gold trading 

Meanwhile. Turkey Monday 
began gold bullion trading tor the 
first time in a bid to Mop spe- 
culation and a thriving una- 
uthorised market. 

The central bank's Istanbul for- 
eign exchange branch set a buying 
price of 4.460 liras per gramme 
and selling price ol 4.514 lira, 
close to Monday’s London price of 
around S3 16 per troy ounce. 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, DEC. J S, 1984 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The main focus of toc^py 
should be on investigating and ferreting out informa- 
tion you can use to improve your present position as well 
as gain understanding of what is mysterious to you. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Face squarely any obliga- 
tions you have and get them handled effectively. Don't 
argue with one who wants to sell you something. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) An associate who is 
narrow-minded can try to spoil a plan you have but will 
become more reasonable later on. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A fellow worker may 
want own way today but use reason and show that 
cooperation is best. Find happiness at home. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You want to 
have a good time but try not to spend too much money' 
or get bored at something new. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) If you take up moot topics 
at home you can raise the tension there considerably, 
ao keep silent and all is welL 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 -to Sept. 22) Important younse much 
care in motion of all kinds since recklessness could get 
you into big trouble. Avoid hurt feelings. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 22) Trying to assist another 
could bring much trouble to you since that person would 
■not be appredativa 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Make sure to use right 
methods in business today otherwise you could get in- 
to big troubla Be happy at home. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Refrain from 
criticizing a friend for something you do not approve of 
or you could get' into real trouble. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jam 20) Avoid a purposeful 
friend who could easily deter your own progress in lifa 
Steer dear of a group where arguments can occur. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be more careful in 
the.outside world and don't jeopardize your reputation 
in any way. Not a good day to ask a favor. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You had better study 
that new plan more carefully before you put it in mo- 
tion so that you do not meet with trouble at this time. 
• IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she 
would do well at investigative work since there is the 
ability to ferret out the truth of any situation, but should 
be taught not to make critical statements that could 
alienate others and be destructive to the purpose in 
mind, and also, to be more broad-minded and cooperative. 


THE Daily Crossword by James R. Bums 


ACROSS 
1 Victor's sward 
5 Kidd or Hook 
11 Dead host 

14 Jamas the 
author 

15 “Lulu's back—" 
IB Bonnet or 

bowter 

17 Cassidy's part- 
ner in crime 

19 Self 

20 Form ot wit 

21 Japan 

23 Soviet news 
agency 
25 Chemical 
suffix 

28 Violinist 
Mlscha 

29 Doctors’ org. 

32 Toothed wheels 
35 Big htt 

38 Produces 

38 Pile 

39 Century plant 

40 Mora certain 

41 “ — Go riot" 

42 Puccini’s 
CtoClo- 

43 Fish catch 

44 Egyptian gad 

45 Brilliance 
<7 Dare off 

48 Plus 

49 Atmosphere 

51 Author Kingsley 
53 Pot mender 
55 "Lawrence of 

SB Poet McKuen 
80 Garland movie 
84 Veneration 

65 Tiedup 

66 Diving bird 

67 Equality 

68 Scornful 
■ sounds 
89 Saa eagle 

DOWN 

1 Free ticket 

2 Water sp. 

3 Hoty season 

4 Think on . 

5 Yearns 

6 Bus-abbr. 

7 Highway. sWk. 
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8 "All systems 
go” 

9 Strang string 

10 Story reso- 
lutions 

11 Gustev Holst 
work 

12 Othello's 
“friend" 

13 Collar style 
18 Galway Island 
22 "Raven" author 
24 One ofllD 

26 Tape control 

27 Reddish purple 

28 Spacecraft 
“Eagle" 

30 Tenor Lanza 

31 Schedule 

33 Peep show 

34 Exhausted 

36 Concorde 

37 Work unit 

41 Good enough 
43 Waterways 
48 Gult-JIkeUrd 
48 Makes known 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



50 Malicious 
burning 

52 Upstairs and 
downstairs 

53 Plumbing 
fixture 


56 Rude one 

57 Press 

58 Charies'aister 

61 In addition 

62 Timetable 
abbr. 


54 Hawkeye Slate 63 Soak 
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U.S. reluctant to negotiate 
away Star Wars programme 


JORDAN 


. WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan still has 
not decided how far the United States will go, during 
U.S.-Soviet talks in Geneva next month, on Mos- 
cow’s call for negotiations to ban space weapons, 
according to U.S. officials. 


British sources said Soviet pol- 
itburo member Mikhail Gor- 
bachev discussed Moscow's con- 
cern over space weapons during 
his meeting Sunday with British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher. 

The major U.S. goal in Geneva 
will be to renew U.S.- Soviet neg- 
otiations. suspended by Moscow 
last year, on - reducing long-range 
strategic missiles and limiting 
medium-range missiles in Europe. 
■ A U.S. negotiator, Edward 
Rowny, said publicly last week 
what many U.S. officials have voi- 
ced privately — that he hoped the 
Geneva talks would lead to a ren- 
ewal of full . negotiations on the 
missiles but only to discussions on 
space weapons. 

The Soviet government daily 
Izvestia said last week that Mr. 
Reagan's Star Wars programme 
displayed an attitude that “who- 
ever controls space controls the 
world." 


Secretary of State George 
Shultz said in Brussels last week 
the decision had not been made 
and suggested Washington was 
reluctant to negotiate away Mr. 
Reagan's “Star Wars'* space def- 
ence research programme. , 

Another official told reporters 
the U.S. position on space wea- 
pons was one of the toughest dec- 
isions facing Mr. Reagan before 
the Jan. 7-8 Geneva meeting bet- 
ween Mr. Shultz and Soviet For- 
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko to 
discuss renewing U.S.-Soviet arms 
talks. 

But the White House said at the 
weekend the decision-making 
process was moving well and that 
Mr. Shultz would get his ins- 
tructions from Mr. Reagan on 
U.S. positions before he leaves for 
Geneva. 

Moscow’s chief objective in 
Geneva is to win new negotiations 
on prohibiting the militarisation of 
space. 


Star Wars is the popular name 
for Mr. Reagan's Strategic Def- 
ence Initiative (SDI) research 
programme on an array of laser 
and other space weapons that 
would be able to shoot down Sov- 
iet nuclear missiles as soon as they 
were fired. 

Mr. Shultz stressed after a mee- 
ting with NATO allies in Brussels 
last week that Star Wars was only 
at the research stage. ‘*1 don't 
know quite how you bargain about 
a research programme." he said. 
“But you can certainly talk about 
it." 

He added: “At any rate just 
how the discussions and neg- 
otiations about space-related mat- 
ters will be handled is one of the 
things that we're discussing in det- 
ail with the president” 

Another U.S. official who did 
not want to be named, said Mr > 
Shultz cautioned NATO foreign 
ministers privately that the U.S. 
position oh space weapons req- 
uired tough decisions. 

He said Mr. Shultz and Mr. 
Gromyko generally would talk 
only about new negotiations. But 
he said that meant Mr. Reagan 
must decide whether to go beyond 
talks to negotiations on space 


Greece redeploys forces to face Turkey 


ATHENS (R) — Greece said 
Monday it plans changes in the 
deployment of its armed forces to 
reflect the Socialist government's 
belief that the country is thr- 
eatened by fellow NATO member 
Turkey and not by the Warsaw 
Pact. 

Government spokesman Sotiris 
Kostopoulos confirmed a report in 
the daily Eleftherotypia that “a 
rearrangement of the armed for- 
ces is being worked out by the def- 
ence minister in the belief that 
danger does not come from the 
north but from the east — Tur- 
key." 

Neither Mr. Kostopoulos nor 
Eleftherotypia gave any details of 
the changes. Mr. Kostopoulos said 
Prime Minister Andreas Pap- 
andreou. who is also defence min- 
ister. would present them to the 
inner cabinet after the Christmas 
holidays. 

Greece's Socialist government. 


which is committed to the long- 
term goal of withdrawal from 
NATO, has repeatedly said it per- 
ceives no threat from its Com- 
munist neighbours to the north. 

Eleftherotypia said Mr. Pap- 
andreou announced his intention 
of making defence changes in a 
part of a speech to party officials 
on Saturday which was not inc- 
luded in the 50-page text dis- 
tributed to journalists. 

The daily quoted Mr. Pap- 
andreou as saying that if next 
month’s meeting between Cyprus 
President Spyros Kyprianou and 
Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash brought an end to the 
island’s partition between ethnic 
Greeks and Turks, the focus of 
Greek-Turkish disputes could 
shift to the Aegean Sea. 

Greece and Turkey are at odds' 
in the Aegean over air. sea. and 
seabed rights. 

” If a solution to the Cyprus dis- 


Peking prepares to sign 
Hong Kong agreement 


PEKING (AP) — The British 
governor of Hong Kong, Sir Edw- 
ard Youde. arrived Monday to 
prepare for the signing of the joint 
declaration that will transfer the 
colony to China in 1997. 

"I’m looking forward very 
much to being present at the sig- 
ning of the agreement. It is a very 
historic occasion and a cul- 
mination of two years’ hard work 
by a very large number of people,” 
Sir Edward told reporters at the 
airport. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher is scheduled to arr- 
ive here Tuesday night. The next 
day. she and Chinese Premier 
Zhao Ziyang will sign the joint 
declaration, initialed in Peking on 
Sept. 26. 

The agreement heralds the end 
of British sovereignty over the 
bustling free port on China’s 
south-east coast, a colonial pre- 
sence that began in 1 841 . 

Under the pact, China will rec- 
over Hong Kong in 1997 when 
Britain's lease on the new ter- 
ritories — 92 per cent of the col- 
ony's land mass — expires. 

The Communist government in 
Peking promises to preserve Hong 
Kong's Capitalist and legal sys- 
tems for 50 years after 1997. and 
to give the colony's 5.5 million 
people a large degree of autonomy 
as a "special administrative reg- 
ion." 

Sir Edward was a member of the 
British negotiating team. 


Hong Kong shipping magnate 
Y.K. PAO arrived on Sir Edw- 
ard's plane, a scheduled Chinese 
flight. 

Some 100 other Hong Kong 
governmenl business and ind- 
ustry, labour and legal rep- 
resentatives were due to arrive 
Tuesday to witness the signing at 
Peking’s invitation. 

The official Chinese News Age- 
ncy Xinhua issued a positive eco- 
nomic analysis from Hong Kong 
Monday, noting that in contrast to 
the currency and stock market flu- 
ctuations of the past two years, the 
outlook has brightened since Sept 

"The initialing of the joint dec- 
laration has put an end to the 
two-year chaos." the agency said. 
"Most local residents regard the 
joint declaration as better than 
expected." 

It noted the property market 
rally after the joint declaration 
stated that private ownership 
would be protected by law and the 
land deed period would be ext- 
ended until the year 2047. 

The agency detailed new inv- 
estment projects by the Bank of 
America, Texaco, Sprague Ele- 
ctric Co. and other major firms. 

“This is because the document 
ensures Hong Kong's political 
stability, fine investment env- 
ironment. low tax rates, free trade, 
non-restrictions on entry and exit 
of foreign exchange and gold, as 
well as good transport and inf- 
ormation services.” Xinhua said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
@198* Tribune Company Syndicate. Inc 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, 
you hold; 

♦ K6 S?A3 010654 ♦97542 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one no trump. What do 
you respond? 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

♦ 86 093 OA1065 4K9754 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one no trump. What do 
you respond? 

♦ QJ106 ? J9863 03 ♦AS? 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South WeBt 
Pass 1 ♦ Pass 2 ♦ 

2 NT Dble ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 


♦ A76 S?A82 OK83 ♦QJ95 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 0 Pass 2 NT Pass 
3 ♦ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦ AK6 <3 AQ3 OA86 49872 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 4 2 0 

What action do you take? 
Q-6— As South, vulnerable, 
you bold: 

4J63 U95 OAKQJ9S2 4A 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
10 1 <7 Dble Pass - 

? 

What action do you take? 


pute is found, that does not mean 
there will also be a normalisation 
of Greek-Turkish relations. One 
cannot rule out a fresh wor- 
sening,” the daily quoted Mr. 
Papandreou as saying. 

The government announced 
last week it would not take part in 
any NATO exercises until the set- 
tlement of a dispute with Turkey 
and NATO command over Greek 
Armed Forces on Lemnos Island, 
which Turkey wants demilitarised. 

NATO strategy envisages spe- 
cific tasks for the Greek Armed 
Forces in resisting a Warsaw Pact 
advance. 

According to an official U.S. 
document, Washington expects 
Greece in the event of war to 
“block any pact thrust southward 
toward the Mediterranean ... and 
join with Turkey in resisting any 
Soviet effort to seize control of the 
Dardanelles (Straits)." 

Trial of 
Vietnamese 
plotters 
ends 

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam 
(R) — The supreme court will 
Tuesday decide the fate of 21 dis- 
sidents accused of plotting to ove- 
rthrow the Vietnamese gov- 
ernment with the help of China, 
Thailand and the United States. 

Summing up at the end of their 
trial Monday, chief prosecutor 
Tran Le said the dissidents, acc- 
used of treason and espionage, 
were “guilty beyond a shadow of a 
doubt." 

N Mr. Tran said evidence was 
conclusive that the accused, many 
of them military men who served 
in the former South Vietnamese 
army, plotted to overthrow the 
government with the support of 
China and Thailand and the con- 
nivance of the United States. 

He said the full force of the law 
should be brought to bear against 
the 21, many of whom admitted 
their guilt and asked for leniency 
at the end of the trial. 

Under Vietnamese law the max- 
imum penalty for treason and esp- 
ionage is death by firing squad and 
one of the defendants asked to be 
executed. 

Court-appointed defence law- 
yer Trieu Quoc Manh said: "They 
violated the law and nobody can 
defend them because they are tra- 
itors". 

But Mr. Manh said he and law- 
yer Doan Mong Thu were app- 
ointed to the job and would do the 
best they could. 

During the trial in what used to 
be the National Assembly hall of 
the U.S.-backed Saigon gov-' 
eminent people queued outside to 
see Chinese weapons and amm- 
unition the accused were said to 
have brought when they inf- 
iltrated into Vietnam. 

U.S. denies charges 

The U.S. embassy in Bangkok 
denied Monday charges by Hanoi 
that American diplomats in Tha- 
iland took part in or knew of plans 
to overthrow Vietnam's gov- 
ernment. 

“Allegations that the U.S. gov- 
ernment supports any anti- 
Vietnamese government activities 
in Vietnam are totally baseless," 
embassy spokesman Larry Tho- 
mas said. 

“ No plans to overthrow Hanoi* s 
government such as those rep- 
.ortedly described in last week's 
trial have ever been com- 
municated to us,” Mr. Thomas 
said. 


weapons and if so what he was 
willing to negotiate. 

President Reagan told Congress 
last April it was too soon to neg- 
otiate a treaty banning anti- 
sateliite weapons because Mos- 
cow was too far ahead and no foo- 
lproof way had been found to det- 
ect cheating on such a ban. 

Mr. Shultz suggested in Bru- 
ssels, however, that the United 
States might be willing to go part 
of the way and negotiate a mor- 
atorium on testing anti-satellite 
weapons. 

Mr. Reagan has promoted Star 
Wars as a way to end the threat of 
nuclear war by making it imp- 
ossible for the Soviet Union to 
launch an effective strike against 
the United States. 

But Moscow says Star Wars 
would militarise space because the 
Soviet Union would be compelled 
to deploy enough nuclear missiles 
to overwhelm any U.S. defence. 

One comprimise Mr. Reagan is 
considering, accroding to a pub- 
lished report, is a U.S. pledge to 
keep Star Wars in the research 
stage for at least three years, off- 
ering hope that progress could be 
made toward a space weapons ban 
by then. 


Genscher 
heads for 
Prague 
today 

BONN (R) — West German For- 
eign Minister Hans-Dietrich Gen- 
scher begins a two-day visit to 
Prague after a series of setbacks 
for Bonn’s efforts to revive 
East-West dialogue. 

He will stress the contribution 
European nations can make to the ! 
new phuse in relations between i 
the Soviet Union and the United j 
States marked by next month's 
exploratory arms control talks ; 
between their foreign ministers in 
Geneva. West German diplomatic 
sources said. 

Mr. Genscher called off a pla- , 
imed visit to. Poland last month at j 
the last . minute after the Polish j 
authorities. -created what Bonn 
described as unacceptable obs- 
tacles, 

• 

In September East German 
head of state Erich Honecker and 
Bulgarian President Todor Zhi- 
vkov cancelled scheduled visits to 
West Germany. Both were bel- 
ieved to be acting under pressure 
from Moscow which did not wish 
to see Bonn play a pioneering role 
in any improvement in East-West 
relations. 

Mr. Genscher' s visit takes place 
against the background of some 
*70 East Germans camping out in 
West Germany’s Prague embassy 
for up to three months in an effort 
to get to the West. About 40 of 
them began a hunger strike last 
week. 

The sources said the East Ger- 
mans’ presence in the embassy 
would not hamper Mr. Genscher’ s 
visit as Czechoslovakia regarded 
the problem as a bilateral issue 
between East and West Germany. 

Bonn Foreign Ministry officials 
declined to say whether Mr. Gen- 
scher would try to talk to the East 
Germans at the embassy. 

• Western diplomatic sources 
said this would depend on whether' 
the East German government 
thought Mr. Genscher could per- 
sonally persuade them to give up 
their campaign and go home. 

Senior West German officials 
have already advised them to ret- 
urn home and accept an East* 
German promise they would not. 
be punished and would be allowed 
to apply for exit visas — but with 
no guarantee these would be iss- 
ued. 
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HELPING HAND — British Foreign Sec- his coat when they met for talks at Hampton Court 
retary Sir Geoffrey Howe (right) helps visiting Sov- Monday. The Soviet leader is in Britain on a seven- 
iet politburo member Mikhail Gorbachev off with day visit (see story page 1) AP Wirepboto 


Mitterrand defends foreign policy 


PARIS (R) — French President 
Francois Mitterrand, under attack 
at home over failure to secure a 
Libyan military withdrawal from 
Chad, defended his foreign policy, 
saying it could only be judged in 
the long term. 

- Mr. Mitterrand said Sunday 
night in a television interview he 
did not pi an to send French troops 
to northern Chad, where France 
says an estimated 3.000 Libyan 
troops remain despite a pull-out 
agreement signed last September 
between Paris and Tripoli. 

He said such an operation 
would be totally useless. 

“This area is nothing but a des- 
ert with a few oases. There is no 
point in the French army going 
there Mr. Mitterrand declared. 

The president blamed previous 
governments for tension in Fra- 
nce’s South Pacific territory of 
New Caledonia where .militant 
Melanesians, known as Kanaks, 
are demanding independence. 
French settlers who are in a maj- 
ority there oppose ending ties with 
Paris. 

Mr. Mitterrand said a 1956 dec- 
ision to grant the territory limited 
autonomy had never been imp- 
lemented, but he refused to com- 
mit himself about the future of- 


New Caledonia. 

Asked whether the territory 
would be independent from Fra- 
nce soon, he replied: “It may be. 
but this is not yet the case." 

Mr. Mitterrand said several 
countries looked towards New 
Caledonia with greed, and he att- 
acked the Australian government 
over what he called its surprising 
attitude. 

He did not elaborate. But Aus- 
tralian Foreign Minister Bill Hay- 
den has been critical of French 
policy there. He said last month 
that Canberra strongly supported 
self-determination and that New 
Caledonia represented one of the 
last vestiges of colonialism in the 
Pacific. 

This remark in particular ang- 
ered the French government. 

Mr. Mitterrand said Sunday: 
“There is no longer any ind- 
igenous population in Australia 
because it has been killed. This is 
not the way France wants to solve 
the problem in New Caledonia.” 

The French leader defended a 
meeting he had in Crete last 
month with Libyan leader Mua- 
mmar Qadhafl. 

He said he knew at the time that 
Libyan soldiers were still in nor- 
thern Chad but he had firmly told 


Col. Qadhafi that relations bet- 
ween France and Libya could not 
return to normal until the Libyan 
withdrawal had been completed. 

The Libyan leader maintains 
that his troops have left Chad. 

Mr. Mitterrand said he had 
made arrangements to protect the 
French population in southern 
Chad, where Chadian government 
forces are fighting rebels said by 
Chadian President Hissene Habre 
to be backed by Libya. 

Dealing wit^ a visit he paid 
Syria earlier th& month and recent 
talks he had in Paris with King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres, Mr. Mit- 
terrand said France could play a 
useful pan in helping find a sol- 
ution in the Middle East. 

He declined t^ elaborate but 
said Mr. Peres Was more open 
than his predecessors on the Pal- 
estinian question. 

Mr. Mitterrand ruled out a mee- 
ting with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in the near future 
and said the PLO had not made 
any gesture towards Israel rec- 
ently. 

“There has been no step for- 
ward from Arafat" he said. 


UNESCO faces spending cuts unless 
members voluntarily boost contributions 


KUWAIT (R) — The head of 
UNESCO has said the United 
Nations body would have to slice 
its spending because of the wit- 
hdrawal of the United States unl- 
ess other members voluntarily inc- 
reased contributions to its budget. 

But Director-General Amadou 
M ah tar M'Bow was confident 
UNESCO (U.N. Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Org- 
anisation) would survive the wit- 
hdrawal of the U.S., which pro- 
vides 25 per cent of its budget. 

He told a news conference he 
regretted the U.S. decision to 
leave UNESCO at the end of 
1984, but added: “We will sur- 
vive.” 

He hoped some member states 
would raise their contributions to 
offset the drop in revenues res- 


ulting from the U.S. move but he 
did not know which of the rem- 
aining 1 60 members would do so. 

Mr. M’Bow. who was in Kuwait 
to take part in an Islamic seminar, 
said although UNESCO faced the 
loss of U.S. funding, it would ret- 
ain access to U.S. expertise thr- 
ough continued cooperation with 
American expens and scientists 
on an individual basis. 

The U.S. served notice last year 
it would quit UNESCO amid rep- 
orts Washington was unhappy 
with alleged politicisation, ine- 
fficiency -and mismanagement 
.within the U.N. body. 

Britain warned earlier this 
month it too might leave the org- 
anisation next year because of 
objections to UNESCO pro- 
grammes relating to com- 


munications and human rights pol- 
icies. 

Mr. M'Bow dismissed as bas- 
eless charges which he said alleged 
UNESCO was seeking to limit the 
freedom of the press or restrict 
journalistic licence. 

“I challenge anybody .to prove 
that the UNESCO's programme 
involved any such practices," he 
said. 

Its communications programme 
was intended to balance the.inf- 
ormation flow from North to 
South and help developing cou- 
ntries relay their own image to the 
world, he said. 

At present. 85 per cent of this 
information was relayed by what 
he called a monopoly of five Wes- 
tern news agencies. 


Public appeals for peace in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Buddist 
monks and Christian priests joi- 
ned a public appeal Monday for an 
end to Sri Lanka's bloodshed 
which has killed about 400 people 
in the last month. 

Dozens of monks and priests 
were among 1.500 prominent Sri 
Lankan citizens calling for peace 
on the island plagued by separatist 
guerrilla violence. 

The dead include scores of civ- 
ilians killed since guerrillas; fig- 
hting for a separate minority 
TamQ state, stepped up attacks a 
month ago. 

Unrest between the majority 
Sinhalese and the Tamils has eru- 


pted in bloody violence several 
times since the Indian Ocean isl- 
and gained independence from 
Britain in 1948. 

The citizens appealed to the 
government and political groups 
to “get together immediately and 
agree on a negotiated solution that 
ensures peace with justice and fair 
play to air'. 

In a full page press adv- 
ertisement in the island new- 
spaper. they said violence and mil- 
itary action would not solve ethnic 
unrest. 

The appeal came as President 
Junius Jayewardene sought nat- 
ional backing for a peace plan he 


announced on Friday to ease ten- 
sions between the two com- 
munities. 

The plan would grant Tamils a 
measure of autonomy in areas 
they predominate and it proposes 
the creation of a second legislative 
chamber, including minority rep- 
resentation. 

Mr. Jayewardene told the ruling 
United National Party (UNPHon 
Saturday he was prepared to hold 
a referendum or general election 
to test public opinion on the plan. 

The Island newspaper reported 
Monday that a powerful group in 
the UNP favours a general ele- 
ction on the issue. 


P akistani leader winds up referendum campaign 


ISLAMABAD (R) — President 
Mohammad Zia U1 Haq Monday 
ended a campaign tour of Pakistan' 
ahead of Wednesday’s snap ref- 
erendum on his Islamic policies in 
which apathy appears to be his 
main opponent. 

Gen, Zia, seeking a five-year 
mandate through the polls on his 
Islamisation policies, held 10 days 
of public meetings during which 
he made campaign promises and 
received praise bordering on a 
personality cult. 

In addition to indentieal pat- 
riotic and pro-Islam ic appeals at 
more than 20 meetings, his spe- 
eches also showed concern about 
turnout of voters, women's par- 
ticipation and justification for his 
policies. 

The outlawed opposition, which 
has been banned from publicising 
its call for a boycott of the poll, 
made a disorganised and app- 
arently unsuccessful attempt to 
arouse Pakistanis against the poll. 

“They are not interested.bec-* 
ause they know Zia will win any- 


way,” a disappointed opposition 
politician said. “Zia's real cha- 
llenge now is to get them out to 
vote.” 

Voters will be asked if they sup- 
port Gen. Zia's efforts to enforce 
Islamic laws and hold general ele- 
ctions by March. 

A majority “yes” vote will ens- 
ure Gen. Zia, who seized power in 
1977. a further five-year terra. He 
has promised to relinquish power 
if he loses. 

The government has moblised 
local officials. Islamic tax ass- 
essors and public prayer monitors 
to get people to vote and req- 
uisitioned buses and trucks to tra- 
nsport them to the polls. 

“Everybody is working on it — 
the army, the bureaucracy, the 
intelligence services, transporters, 
clergy.” said a local council rep- 
resentative. 

The government also launched 
a major voter registration drive 
and is considering dropping its 
requirement that voters must 


show a national identity because 
many Pakistanis do not have one. 

The Islamabad daily Muslim 
said the government was aiming 
for a 40 to 45 per cent turnout 
while opposition leaders estimate 
turnout at between five to 25 per 
cent. 

Gen. Zia has made special app- 
eals to women voters and relaxed 
their identity checks so those wea- 
ring the traditional Muslim veil do 
not have to have photographs on 
their identity cards. 

Gen. Zia has stressed what he 
says are women’s enhanced rights 
under Islam, apparently cou- 
ntering criticism by more liberal 
women activists that new Islamic 
laws reduce their status. 

Most campaign audiences have 
had large women’s sections, seg- 
regated by tradition from the men, 
and women speakers were given 
priminent television coverage. 

Gen. Zia. saying the ref- 
erendum is to ensure further Isl- 
amisation rather than to extend 
his term in office, repeatedly har- 


ked back to the prolonged and 
bloody unrest before 1977 as jus- 
tification for what he has done 
since then. 

He said the nine-party Pakistan 
National Alliance (PNAj, which 
demonstrated against former 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhu- 
tto for rigging the 1977 polls, was 
a movement for the Islamic pol- 
icies he has introduced. Mr. Bhu- 
tto was later hanged. 

From thier statements of sup- 
port Gen. Zia appears to have 
won over some of the PNA’s con- 
stituency of businessmen, small 
traders and urban middle class and 
the traditional political parties 
now in the Movement for the Res- 
toration of Democracy (MRD) 
appear increasingly isolated. 

"But it will be increasingly dif- 
ficult for the president and the 
government to function in a vac- 
uum," the Muslim warned. "He 
has to allow others to play on a turf 

whose ground rules he himself will 
set” 



Illiterate recites 
epic from memory 

PEKING (R) — An illiterate Tib- 
etan girl is reciting one of the 
world’s greatest epics to tra-, 
nscribers in Lhasa in order to pre- 
serve it. the Beijing Review said 
Monday. It said the girl, Yumci. 
turned up in the People’s Pub- 
lishing House in Tibet four years 
ago. “To everyone’s amusement, 
she sincerely declared she was 
able to recite and sing 76 volumes 
of the great deeds of King Gesar 
and wanted to publish the book,” 
it reported. Within two months 
the publishers had set down 

210.000 characters of the tra- 
ditional epic, which Yumei lea- 
rned from her ballad-singer fat- 
her. By August she had dictated 

700.000 characters of the epic 
about an ancient Tibetan emp- 
eror. The English-language wee- 
kly did not give Yumersageorsay 
in which language the epic was 
being recorded. 

Italian baby 
has AIDS 

BRESCIA. Italy (R) — A two- 
and-a-half-year-old child was 
taken to hospital suffering from 
the killer disease AIDS (Acquired 
Imm une Deficiency Syndrome), 
hospital sources in this northern 
Italian town said. The sources said 
the child's father is serving a jaB 
sentence on drugs charges, and the 
disease was almost certainly tra- 
nsmitted by the parents. AIDS, 
which has usually proved fatal, has 
been most prevalent among hom- 
osexuals, intravenous drug users 
and Haitians. The child, whose 
identity has been kept secret, was 
being attended by a team of spe- 
cialists and its condition was said 
to have improved slightly. 

KKK sends 
computerised 
hate messages 

NEW YORK (R) — The Ku Klux 
Klan is utilising 20th Century wiz- 
ardry to get its message across to 
the American public. Newsweek 
magazine reported. Grand wiz- 
ards of the white supremacist, 
anti-black and anti-jewish Klan* 
no longer indulge in cross-’ 
burnings and wearing the tra- 
ditional white sheets, the mag- 
azine said. Instead their messages 
of hate are now flashed on home 
computer screens. The Aryan Nat- 
ional Liberty Network, a Klan 
organisation, offers a number of 
computer “bulletin boards," pri- 
ced at $5 each. One such bulletin 
board, titled "know your enemy", 
lists U.S. Communist Party offices 
and what it describes as “ZOG 
(Zionist Occupational Gov- 
ernment) informers,'’ the report 
said. 

Soviet scientist dies 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet scientist 
and academician Valery Popkov, 
who worked in the field of ele- 
cirophysics. has died aged 76, the 
Official News Agency TASS rep- 
orted Sunday. Popkov, who died 
last Wednesday, studied at the 
Moscow Institute of Energetics 
before going on to develop the 
basis of modern high and super- 
high voltage lines and high- 
voltage equipment. Awarded the 
prestigious Order of Lenin, he 
also contributed to the dev- 
elopment of electron- ion tec- 
hnology for insulating coating, in 
heavy electrical fields. 

Bulgaria reportedly 
makes ‘fake Scotch 9 
whisky 

LONDON (AP) — Communist 
Bulgaria was accused Monday of 
producing fake Scotch whisky. 
Britain’s big business org- 
anisation, the Confederation of 
British Industry (CBI), said that 
Bulgarian authorities failed to act 
against manufacturers of cou- 
nterfeit Johnnie Walker Scotch 
after a shipment of 22,500 cases of 
the bogus liquor was seized by cus- 
toms men earlier this year at the 
Italian port of Ancona. The CBI 
said transport documents showed 
the goods were dispatched from 
the Bulgarian capital of Sofia by 
Despred, the country’s stale for- 
warding company . The bottles had 
fake Johnnie Walker labels that 
'lacked the words “ Produce of Sco- 
tland,” but everything else, bot- 
tles, caps, and carboard cases, clo- 
sely resembled the real thing, a 
CBI spokesman said. Distillers 
Co. which makes Johnnie Walker 
said the smell and colour of the 
Bulgarian product are like Scotch, 
but it is a mixture of chemical alc- 
ohol and a whisky base. .The CBI 
said it asked Bulgaria's. London 
embassy to request that remaining 
stocks be' impounded and the 
embassy promised an inv-' 
estigation. • 


< t.N 
into 





